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INTRODUCTION

The Fifth Mark of Anglican Mission calls us to:
Strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain 
and renew the life of the Earth.

Over the last few years the Anglican Church of Southern 
Africa has gained a growing awareness of the vital need 
to include this aspect of mission in our spiritual lives.

Over the years there have been a number of resolutions 
passed at Provincial Synods calling for a change in the 
way we:

•	 Incorporate care for creation into our spiritual and 
liturgical lives.

•	 Act locally to reduce our use of plastic, water, 
electricity and fuel.

•	 Act to renew the earth by restoring eco-systems 
and making our church plants more environmentally 
friendly.

This has led to a revision of the Canons of ACSA so that 
they are in line with the resolutions passed. This process 
has been called the “greening of the canons”

We would like to present these updated canons to you 
as a discussion booklet that you can use with your parish 
council or Diocesan clergy to see how these canons can 
be incorporated into the life of the church. 



SuggeSted way to uSe the booklet

1. Circulate it on WhatsApp or by email to 
save paper. If you do need to print just 
make a few copies in black and white to 
share 

2. Divide the parish council into small 
groups and give each group a few 
canons to discuss and then feed back to 
the whole group. This makes the workshop 
more interactive and fun.
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(a.) Unless the Bishop shall otherwise decide, the 
Archdeacon shall at least annually examine the financial 
records, the Inventory of Parochial Property, the Burial 
Grounds, and the fabric of the Church and other Parochial 
Property in the Pastoral Charges in the Archdeaconry, and 
report thereon to the Bishop.

(b.) At each such examination the Archdeacon shall also 
inspect all other parish registers and records prescribed in 
Canon 32 Of Registers, Records and Inventories, and shall 
ensure that the requirements of that Canon have been 
satisfied.

(c.) the archdeacon shall ensure that the Parish puts 
in place ways to reduce its electricity, water and paper 
usage.

CANON 15
OF ARCHDEACONS

4. ExamINaTION 
Of INvENTORIEs, 
RECORDs aND 
PROPERTy
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dISCuSSIoN QueStIoNS

1.  Consider your electricity use

 » What are the main uses?
 » How can they be reduced?
 » How can this be measured and fed back to the   

 congregation

2.  Consider your water use

 » What are the main uses?
 » How can you ensure there are no leaks?
 » Could you use any of the ‘grey’ water from   

 handwashing etc on church gardens?
 » Could you fundraise for a water tank

3.  Paper use

 » Identify the main times that paper is used
 » What could you do to reduce or eliminate the   

 use of paper
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The Archdeacon (or some other person who shall have 
been appointed for such work) shall examine and report 
to the Bishop upon all plans for the building or restoration 
or alteration of churches and other buildings, the property 
of the Church, bearing in mind the commitment to being 
environmentally friendly.  

DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

 » Consider your buildings and church plant
 » What could you do to make them more    

 environmentally friendly?
 » Do you have any plans to build/renovate?
 » How can you incorporate issues of the environment  

 in those plans?

CANON 15
OF ARCHDEACONS

7. BUIlDINgs
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(b)  Declarations

(ii) I, A.B., declare that in public prayer and administration 
of the sacraments, I will use only the forms of service 
which are authorized or allowed by lawful authority, and 
that I consent to be bound by all the Laws and Canons 
(both present and future) of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa and by the Rules and Regulations which 
have until now been made, or which may from time to 
time be made by [the Diocesan Synod of the Diocese 
of ……………. and by] the Provincial Synod of the Province of 
Southern Africa [or either of them].  I commit myself to a 
lifestyle which safeguards the integrity of creation and 
sustains and renews the life of the earth.

CANON 16
OF DECLARATIONS AND 
SUBSCRIPTIONS TO BE 
MADE BY BISHOPS AND 
CLERGY

2. DEClaRaTION Of 
ThE ClERgy BEfORE 
ORDINaTION, aND TO 
aNy OffICE
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DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

Christian life-style
All Christians are called to live out the fifth mark of 
mission to sustain(protect) and renew the life of the 
earth.
 » What lifestyle changes would that mean for all   

 members of the congregation?
 » How can we assist the clergy to also live more in   

 line with the fifth mark of mission?
 » What changes could we make in our Church   

 year plans and activities? Consider the types of   
 food offered, and how it is served  the activities   
 and services?
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The duties of licensed Lay Ministers shall be one or more 
of the following:

(a) instructing and preparing candidates for Holy Baptism 
and Confirmation;
(b) preaching;
(c) assisting in the administration of Holy Communion;
(d) performing such other pastoral duties, not reserved to 
the ordained ministry, as the Bishop may determine, and 
(e) ministry advancing the anglican Communion marks 
of mission.

CANON 20
OF LAY MINISTERS

2. DUTIEs
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DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

the five marks of mission are:
1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
3. To respond to human need by loving service
4. To transform unjust structures of society, to   
 challenge violence of every kind and pursue   
 peace and reconciliation
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation,   
 and sustain and renew the life of the earth

 
 » Do the lay ministers (and other members of the   

 congregation) know what the five marks of   
 mission are?
 » What could you do to publicise them and    

 educate everyone?
 » What might it mean for lay ministers to be   

 involved in advancing the Anglican marks of   
 mission?
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Every Incumbent shall in the absence of reasonable 
hindrance perform the following duties:

(a)  celebrate or cause to be celebrated the Holy 
Communion on Sundays, other Great Festivals and Ash 
Wednesday, save for the provisions of section 2 of Canon 
26 Of Residence of Clergy;
(b) administer or cause to be administered the 
Sacraments and other rites prescribed by the Book of 
Common Prayer or as may be authorized by the Bishop, 
as the occasion demands;
(c)  preach or cause to be preached a sermon 
expounding and applying Holy Scripture, within the 
pastoral charge at least once on each Sunday;
(d) be responsible for the organization and training of all 
who instruct children and adults in the Christian faith;
(e) be available for counsel and advice;
(f) administer with due pastoral concern the requirements 
of Canon 35;
(g) take responsibility to safeguard the integrity of 
creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth 
within the parish boundaries.

CANON 24
OF INCUMBENTS AND 
OTHER CLERICS

4. DUTIEs Of 
INCUmBENT
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DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

 » Where are the parish boundaries?
 » How can the church as a whole live out this call?
 » What is the role of the clergy in terms of fulfilling   

 this call?
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The functions of Vestry shall include:

(a) the reception of the Churchwardens’ accounts;
(b) the election of Churchwardens and Parish Councillors;
(c) the care, with the Incumbent, of the Parish in matters 
affecting worship ministry, education, evangelism, unity, 
development, the environment and social responsibilities.

DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

 » How can you make sure that issues of the    
 environment are reported on at Vestry?
 » Do you measure your water, electricity use?
 » Do you have a parish environmental coordinator or  

 green team?
 » Who would report back on the church buildings and  

 land?

CANON 27
OF VESTRIES

5.(C) fUNCTIONs Of 
vEsTRy
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The functions of the Council shall be:

(a) to consider matters affecting worship, evangelism, 
education, social responsibility, the environment and 
pastoral care, to examine the needs of the community, 
and to initiate such action as shall be determined in any 
of these concerns;

DIsCUssION QUEsTION

One of the functions of council is to consider the 
environment.
 » Consider the structure of your council, how can   

 you incorporate someone with this role?

CANON 28
OF PARISH COUNCILS

4.(a) fUNCTIONs Of 
COUNCIl
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(i.) to ensure that a register is kept of all parishioners;
(ii.) to keep an inventory of all goods, ornaments and  
 furniture belonging to the church and to deliver the  
 same to their successors on ceasing to hold office;
(iii.) to provide for the safety and preservation of the   
 registers;
(iv.) to execute the policy of the Parish Council relating  
 to property and parochial finance and to be   
 responsible for the preparation of annual estimates  
 of revenue and expenditure and the presentation of  
 accounts to the Vestry;
(v.) to see to the seating of the congregation, without  
 respect of persons;
(vi.) to aid the Incumbent with information and counsel  
 in all matters relating to the Parish, and particularly  
 in cases contemplated in the rubrics before the   
 service of Holy
(vii.) to implement a policy for ecologically sound   
 management of grounds, buildings. 

CANON 29
OF CHURCHWARDENS 
AND CHAPEL WARDENS

7. DUTIEs Of 
ChURChwaRDENs
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DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

 » What policies could the church put in    
 place to implement a policy on ecologically   
 sound management? (consider water usage,    
 indigenous plants, pesticides , single use plastic   
 etc)
 » How can the church wardens ensure that this is   

 implemented?
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It shall not be lawful for any Incumbent, Churchwarden, 
or other person, by virtue of any interest or right they may 
have in any Church or Chapel, to make any alteration in 
the construction or arrangement of the same, without 
permission of and under the hand and seal of the Bishop of 
the Diocese, first having been obtained. alterations shall 
be made taking into account their environmental impact.

DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

 » Are you considering any alterations to the church  
 plant?
 » How could you consider the impact on the   

 environment?

 

CANON 31
OF DISPOSAL AND 
ALTERATIONS OF 
CHURCHES 

2. alTERaTIONs IN 
ChURChEs
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The Incumbent and Churchwardens of each parish shall:

(a) Keep a register of all Parishioners and    
 Communicants in the parish;
(b) Ensure that all Baptisms, Marriages, Burials and   
 Cremations conducted in the parish or elsewhere 
 by ministers of the parish are recorded in suitable  
 registers;
(c) Maintain an Inventory of all movable property   
 belonging to the parish;
(d) Maintain a Register of all immovable property   
 occupied by or belonging to the parish;
(e) Cause Minutes to be taken at all meetings of the   
 Vestry and the Prish Council, and ensure that these  
 are securely kept;
(f) Ensure that financial records of the parish are   
 retained;
(g) ensure that electricity and water bills are audited,  
 and necessary actions taken to reduce such bills.

CANON 32
OF REGISTERS, RECORDS 
AND INVENTORIES

1. KEEPINg Of 
REgIsTERs aND 
RECORDs
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DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

 » How can you make sure that the electricity and   
 water bills are monitored and reported on?
 » What steps could be taken to  reduce water and   

 electricity use?
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All Public Fasts and Thanksgivings and environmental 
days enjoined by authority shall in this Province be 
religiously observed, and every Bishop shall give directions 
to the Clergy of the Diocese as to the form of Prayer which 
they are to use on such occasions.

DIsCUssION QUEsTIONs

There are many environmental days that can be 
celebrated: Season of Creation (1st of Sep to 4th of 
October), World Water Day (22nd of  March) , World 
Environment day (5th of June), St Francis Day (4th of 
October). 
There are also many that are of interest depending 
on where the church is situated such as Ocean 
clean up day , or World Rivers Day or World Wetlands 
day
 » Which of these days are currently being    

 celebrated in your parish. 
 » How could they be improved?
 » Which of these days might you consider    

 incorporating into next year’s plan?

CANON 33
OF THE SERVICES OF 
THE CHURCH

5. sPECIal sERvICEs
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No person shall be confirmed unless prepared in accordance 
with such forms of instruction as have been approved by 
the Bishop of the Diocese. this instruction shall include an 
awareness of the Five Marks of Mission. The Incumbent 
must be satisfied with such person’s preparedness and 
obvious commitment before such person is presented to 
the Bishop for the Sacrament of Confirmation.

dISCuSSIoN QueStIoNS

 » Are the confirmation class teachers aware that   
 they should teach the five marks of mission?
 » What would be the best way to include this   

 teaching into the confirmation class?

CANON 35
OF PASTORAL 
DISCIPLINE

7. PREPaRaTION fOR 
CONfIRmaTION





For more resources or to get in touch:
rmash@mweb.co.za | www.greenanglicans.org


