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650 Bishops from around the Communion gathered for the Lambeth Conference. Environment 
and Climate Change was one of the key topics on the agenda. Green Anglicans as part of the 
Anglican Communion Environmental Network was involved in various ways.

Launch of the Anglican Communion Forest 

More that 600 Anglican Bishops from around the 
world gathered for the once a decade Lambeth 
Conference in August. 

During the Conference, the Communion Forest 
was launched - Communion Forest – a global 
project to protect forests, reforest land and 
restore nature.
 
The Communion Forest website describes the 
project as ‘a global initiative comprising local 
activities of forest protection, tree-growing 
and eco-system restoration undertaken by 
provinces, dioceses and individual churches 
across the Anglican Communion to safeguard 
creation’. 

Bishops are being encouraged to integrate tree-
planting into their ministry, so every time they  
do a baptism, a wedding, a confirmation or a 
funeral, there would be  tree-planting. They are 
also being encouraged to start tree nurseries, 
making sure that the trees being planted are 
the correct ones for the eco-system and that a 
watering programme is in place.  

https://www.greenanglicans.org/launch-of-the-anglican-
communion-forest/

Fifth mark of mission seminar

“It ’s time to take off the gloves!” said Archbishop 
Julio of Panama, chair of the Anglican 
Communion Environmental Network as he 
opened the Lambeth seminar on living the fifth 
mark of Mission.

Rev Dr Rachel Mash interviewed youth activist 
Mandisa Gumada who told of the recent 
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devastating floods in South Africa, where over 
500 people lost their lives. Six months’ worth 
of rain fell in two days – as the oceans warm, 
increasing evaporation we are seeing more 
and more floods and drought in other parts of 
the country. 

Participants were then invited to join a table 
with Bishops who are already living the fifth 
mark of mission in their own Dioceses. Five 
Primates and nine bishops took part in sharing 
about their ministries and over 135 bishops 
took part in the discussions.

How inspiring it was to see all the remarkable 
ways in which bishops are already responding 
to the mission call to care for creation.  But 
we must do more, it is vital that it becomes a 
priority for all Dioceses and is firmly placed on 
the year plans.

https://www.greenanglicans.org/lambeth-seminar-
responding-to-the-fifth-mark-of-mission/

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Season of 
Creation

This year the 
theme for the 
Season of 
Creation was 
“Eco- ubuntu” 
and around the 
Province Churches 
found creative 
ways to celebrate 
the season!

Season of Creation in Namaqualand.
 
The parish of St Augustine’s O’Kiep with its 
outstations celebrated a wonderful Season of 
Creation full of creativity and vibrancy!

In Concordia they held an open-air church 
service, with Sunday School children sharing 
their stories through creative artwork about 

God’s Creation. 

Elders Hester (89 years) and Oom Willieboy 
and Oom Piet planted trees. Members of 
the congregation signed the environmental 
pledge. 

A celebration of St Francis day marked the 
end of the Season of Creation. Sunday School 
held an exhibition to show the children’s 
understanding of God’s Creation. 

There was the admission of new Altar Servers.
The Confirmation Candidates shared their 
spiritual journey of the previous week’s spiritual 
hike and workshop at Namaqua National Park. 

The Season ended as we planted trees as we 
commit ourselves again to be loyal stewards 
of God’s Creation.

Article by: Rev Earl Richards
https://www.greenanglicans.org/season-of-creation-in-
namaqualand/

Season of Creation in Johannesburg

“Let’s have more services outside!”

This is the feeling of so many parishioners of 
all ages who enjoyed outdoor worship – many 
for the first time – during Season of Creation 
2022, which was actively encouraged by the 
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Johannesburg Anglican Eco-spiritual Initiative 
(JAEI).

Many of the 75 parishes in the Anglican 
Diocese of Johannesburg followed either the 
Season of Creation 7 or the Burning Bush, from 
1 September and concluding with St Francis 
Day on 2 October. 

Exciting additional elements include potted 
arrangements in church, rosemary sprigs 
given out, tree planting, food gardens, new 
JoJo water tanks, youth pledges, paintings, 
handprint murals, clean ups, prayer walks, 
confirmation hikes. 

Article by: Rev Martha Gordon
https://www.greenanglicans.org/lets-have-more-
services-outside/

Launch of Environmental Desk at St Cyprians 
during SOC

During the Season of Creation St Cyprians 
Church in Langa launched its Environmental 
Desk under the leadership of Ms. Nandie 
Mandongana, an Environmental Councillor, 
in the Parish Council Committee. Five youth 
members had attended the Green Teens 
camp and were excited to get started.

Mr Zukile Malusi educated us on how to start 
a vegetable garden. Kanyisile Vena educated 
us about the various environmental careers 
that are open to young people .

The arrival of Mr. J.P Roberts was a cherry on 
top as he brought some plants as a gift to St. 
Cyprian’s Church. 

Article by: Nandie Mandongana
https://www.greenanglicans.org/launch-of-
environmental-desk-at-st-cyprians-langa/

Diocese of Mbashe - Season of Creation 
Hike 

Youth from the Diocese of Mbashe had hiking 
at Khalinyanga Mountain, eNgcobo. 

We chose to climb the mountain where 
our help will come from, where we would 
surrender all and let God to be in control of 
our predicaments and give us strength to be 
altruistic when it comes to Mother Earth and 
nature. 

In accord with the theme “listen to the voice 
of creation”, in the middle of the mountain we 
assembled and prayed for climate change, 
our communities, the poor, livelihoods 
affected by habitat distraction and primarily 
prayed for Mother Earth. As we all climbed, we 
had our burdens, we also individually prayed 
for ourselves. 

We headed to 
the top of the 
Mountain, where 
we had Eucharist 
Service executed 
by AYSA chaplain 
Rev. Msengana in 
assistance of Rev. 
N. Mlunguza.

We had an Environmental Science graduate 
from our Diocese, who emboldened us to 
precisely look out of nature, she shared some 
significance of doing so, that: ‘ It is where we 
get our resources’, ‘ It is our moral obligation‘, 
‘ It is a way to give back, as almost everything 
we get, is from nature.’ We have to take care of 
it for future generations. ‘What we do to nature 
affects ourselves, so we have to look after it.  

Article by: Balekile Anesipho
https://www.greenanglicans.org/season-of-creation-
on-the-khalinyanga-mountain/
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Together for Creation 

Young people in Cape Town celebrate the 
Ecumenical Spirit of the #seasonofcreation.
The season of creation is a yearly celebration 
which takes place from the 1st of September 
until St. Francis day on the 4th of October. 
During this time churches from across the 
world come together in celebration and 
appreciation of God’s creation.

Since 2020 the ecumenical group of young 
believers called Together4Creation have 
organised a special service on the 1st of 
September.  This year the event was held at the 

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Cape 
Town. The theme 
for this years’ service 
was “Listen to the 
Voice of Creation” 
focussing on the 
Exodus 3 narrative of 
the burning bush.

The main speaker for the evening was Pastor 
Sybil Chetty who reflected on the impact 
of greed and over consumption on the 
environment. 

Proceedings also included group discussions 
and a meet-and-greet afterwards. The event 
epitomises the spirit of young believers and 
the steadfast conviction that we can only 
make a difference if we work together.

Article by: Dewald Hoffman
https://www.greenanglicans.org/together-4-creation-
in-cape-town/

YOUTH

Matlosane youth

Where is the sanctuary of God?

The Diocese of Matlosane St. Michaels and All 
Angels Servers Guild held its annual diocesan 
conference at St. Peters Itsoseng on the 27 till 28 
August 2022, over 250 teenagers from across 
the diocese came together after two years of 
not meeting due to Covid-19 restriction. 

Alter Servers are mainly responsible of assisting 
priest at the sanctuary and keeping it clean. 
On Saturday the Green Anglican Movement 
had an opportunity to present on “Where is 
the Sanctuary of God?” the responds we got 
from the house was that the whole Earth is the 

sanctuary of God and therefore we are called 
to keep it clean. 

Using the theme of Reconciliation from 
Colossians 1:20 where it reads ““Jesus died to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross”.

The servers took up a challenge by identifying 
places in their communities which they would 
be doing community awareness and clean up 
during the 2022 Seasons of Creation (1 Sept 
till 4 Oct) and would give feedback to the 
diocesan Youth coordinator. 

Article by: Bino Makalanyane
https://www.greenanglicans.org/where-is-the-
sanctuary-of-god/

Launch of Mbashe Youth

The Diocese of Mbhashe launched Anglican 
Youth of Southern Africa (AYSA) on a two-day 
consultation that took place on the 3-4th of 
June. The Event was officially blessed by the 
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Rt Rev Mluleki the Bishop of Mbhashe with the 
Easter Cape Cluster Council and the Cluster 
Chaplain, Ven Mlunguza.

Rev Thyali did a presentation on behalf of the 
Green Anglicans. He taught the youth how 
to take care of the environment as a way of 
praise and further encouraged them to take 
part in Climate Change activism. 

The second day looked at Mental illness, GBV, 
Faith v Health and Christ centred Church. 
The highlight of the day was the planting of 
trees by the newly installed Youth President 
and Deputy President - Miss Sibabalwe Mihle 
Qongqo and Mr Mhlanganisi Fetman. The 
President explained to the Youth of the Diocese 
the liturgy of the Palm Trees and emboldened 
them to nurture the organization in the same 
way they will be nurturing the trees.

Article by: Anesipho Balekile
https://www.greenanglicans.org/launch-of-mbhashe-
youth-and-green-anglicans/

Diocese of Mthatha Youth launch the 
Communion Forest

The Anglican 
Youth Guild of the 
Diocese of Mthatha 
held their annual 
Conference with 
Youth from False 
Bay, Khahlamba, 
Mbashe and 
Mzimvubu present.
They celebrated 

Heritage Day with 
wonderful traditional 
clothing!

Bonginkosi (Bongs) 
White from the 
Diocesan 
Environmental Desk was invited to talk about 
the Communion Forest as it was declared in 
the Lambeth Conference, importance of trees 
in our environment, Recycling and Water 
Conservation.

Here he is pictured with the members of the 
Diocesan Executive of the Anglican Youth 
Guild in the Diocese of Mthatha. They planted 
two Palm Trees to form part of the Communion 
Forest

Anglican Youth Fellowship– False Bay

John-Paul Roberts from Green Anglicans 
was invited to address the AYF Diocesan 
Conference. He did a bible study reflection with 
us on the book of Nehemiah. Like Nehemiah, we 
as young people need to lament the struggles 
that our fellow young people face because 
of the destruction of our environment, living 
in pollution, lack of clean water, air pollution 
and the like. To understand that in the story 
of Creation God made all things good, but we 
have broken it and made it bad.  

We must see where we can act and what 
needs to be rebuilt so that this generation of 
young people and those to come may enjoy 
the beauty of creation, and just like in the story 
of Nehemiah the wall was not built by one 
professional builder, but all the communities 
helped in rebuilding the wall. Likewise, we 
need to work alongside our communities, and 
other organizations, civil servants and seek to 
fix what is broken.
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Green Anglicans has shown us that the young 
men and women of the church are the future 
for the church and our communities.
Bright light, bright future!

Article by: Kagisho Phetlo and John-Paul 
Roberts
ht tps ://w w w.greenangl icans .org/let-us-rebui ld-the-
walls-of-creation/

Care for Creation Youth Training Free State

The Diocese of Free State hosted its Care for 
Creation Youth Manual training day at Holy 
Cross church in Phahameng Bloemfontein. 
Even though it was a cold day a good 
number of both old and young people from 
the Greater Bloemfontein Anglican Youth 
Ministries structures, Church council 
members, local Clergy, Diocesan Education 
officer and Diocesan Mosamaria Ministry staff 
were in attendance. We were also blessed 
with a delegation from the Anglican Diocese 
of Lesotho and the Diocese of Kimberly & 
Kuruman.

During our time together we took time to 
apply the five (5) T’s (Tune-in, Touch, Talk, 
Think and Take-action) methodology used 
when conducting sessions from the Care for 
Creation manual.

A Biblical reflection on Genesis 3: 8-20 helped 
us to look at what has been broken. This led to 
a community mapping exercise looking at the 
environmental challenges in our communities. 
Lastly, we planned an awareness campaign 
which will run in each Parish during Season of 
Creation.

The team from Eco-Culture Lesotho led a 
session on the impacts of climate chance and 
a call for action from all.

Article by: Bino Makhalanyane
ht tps ://w w w.greenangl icans .org/care-for-creat ion-
youth-training-diocese-of-free-state/

GBFS National Conference

The GBFS held their South African National 
Conference in Paarl, and Rev Rachel Mash 
shared on the topic of Climate Change.

Just before Easter 500 people (including one 
GBFS member) lost their lives due to the ‘rain 
bomb’ that fell . As the oceans warm, we get 
more evaporation and so we are seeing these 
torrential rains.

As the earth heats, we see more drought – as 
we saw with ‘Day Zero’ in Cape Town and now 
Gqeberha is affected.  

We are also seeing the impacts of plastic 
pollution – by 2050 there will be more plastic 
than fish in the oceans!

So, what can we do as Christians?
We need to become the activists – changing 
our actions but also inspiring and challenging 
others. 

God called Noah to build an ark – people 
thought he was a crazy person, but he saved 
the human race and all creatures. Now God 
is calling on us as to be crazy Noahs in the 
area where we live - act local, fight plastic, 
don’t waste water and electricity, but also 
think global, get involved in marches, and be 
the climate activist. People may laugh at you 
and think you are crazy like Noah – but God is 
calling you!
Ngena Noah!!

https://www.greenanglicans.org/gbfs-called-to-care-
for-creation/
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GODS WAY OF FARMING

The Provincial Green Anglicans office 
was very grateful to receive a grant 
from the United Thank Offering to be 
able to offer small grants for home food 
gardening training:

Agro Ecology training in the diocese of 
Swaziland

The participants were members of the 
Anglican Youth Guild, Anglican Women 
Fellowship (AWF), Self Help Group Project, 
Mpolonjeni Renew the Life of the Earth Project, 
and Neighbourhood Care Points.
      
20 candidates started the course and 
17 completed. The training included 
permaculture techniques, and it was linked 
the fifth mark of mission, (to renew the life of 
the earth).

The training started with a Bible study on 
(Psalms 24.1, Genesis 2.15, Jeremiah 2:7 and 
2 Chronicles 7.14). The discussions outlined 
that everything created belongs to God and 
He entrusted mankind to care and sustain 
it, but the land has been made detestable 
(sinengiso). They listed what they considered 
unsustainable land practices being done at 
their households and daily lives. 

The other group in relation to 2 Chronicles 
7.14 shared what they considered good or 
sustainable land management practices as 
sign of repentance. The facilitators clarified 
some scientific and biblical discussions and 

used the points discussed in leading the 
Home Food Gardening training. 

https://www.greenanglicans.org/7416-2/

Farming God’s Way
Diocese of Port Elizabeth

Twenty-three members from nine parishes 
in the Diocese of Port Elizabeth had the 
opportunity to attend training for home 
food gardens using the “Farming God’s Way’ 
methodology.

Everyone was fascinated by the way the 
facilitator has presented the course it was very 
much interesting. Every morning the training 
started with such a warm and touching 
prayers.  One of the participants was saying 
“What made an ordinary things like planting 
vegetables (farming) magnificent was how 
it should be done God’s way, that approach 
alone changes the perception about farming”. 

The course combined theory with practical. 
The theory operates under 3 spheres: Biblical, 
management and technology. It encourages 
people to use what is in their disposal not 
to have excuses of not having. It taught us 
that the answer to problem of food security 
and poverty is in our hands, and that we 
encourage the dependency syndrome that 
we have to do away from it.

Article by: Pumla Koltana
https://www.greenanglicans.org/farming-gods-way-
diocese-of-port-elizabeth/
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Mothers Union of Zululand learn about 
home food gardening

Thirteen members from the Mother’s Union of 
the Diocese of Zululand joined Mrs Thembsie 
Mchunu for a workshop on how to grow their 
own food. 

During the four days training they learned 
about the “Farming God’s Way” methodology.  
This is an exciting training which links our faith 
with how we grow food. 

For example, on the first day we looked at the 
importance of using “god’s blanket” (mulch) 
and why it is important to always have your 
soil covered and not exposed to sunlight. 
Mulching saves water and keeps the soil in 
good condition. On the second day we got into 
how to prepare the land and the importance 
of praying and submitting the land to the 
Creator. Day three was about how to plant your 
seedlings and the way we should plant each 
row planning for rotating the harvest, using 
the leaf, root, and fruit technique. During day 
four we learned how to do compost making 
use of our household waste. 

Article by: Thembsie Mchunu and Bino 
Makalanyane
https://www.greenanglicans.org/mothers-union-of-
zululand-learn-about-home-food-gardening/

Home food gardening in Lesotho

The Diocese of Lesotho completed a wonderful 
training focussing on young people, with the 
goal of inspiring green entrepreneurship.

Eco-culture Project facilitated a home food 

gardening at three venues: the Cathedral 
of St James and St Mary’s in Maseru, Hoohlo 
Primary School and Thaabe primary School. 

First, we were trained in seedlings production, 
soil preparation, how to plant seeds in 
the seedling trays, how to take care of the 
seedlings until they are ready for the market 
and how they are sold. 

Then we prepared the soil for crop production 
and planted the seeds, green beans, rape, and 
spinach.  We also learned about mushroom 
production and food preservation. The 
trainees attended the church service where 
they have been granted land to work. 

The home gardening team then visited 
Hoohlo Primary school where an orchard was 
established, the trees planted were different 
varieties of apples, the purpose of the tree 
planting initiative was to produce apples 
which can also be tried and stored for future 
purposes, as continuation of preservation 
lessons. 

On the last day of the home gardening project, 
the team engaged with Mother’s Union Guild 
in establishing an orchard for the Cathedral 
Church of St James and St Mary’s. 

Article by: Thapelo Lipholo
https://www.greenanglicans.org/home-food-
gardening-in-the-diocese-of-lesotho/
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AFRICA
Climate Yes! Youth Ecumenical Summit on 
Climate 

The Vision for the Climate Yes! was born at 
COP26 when young faith climate activists saw 
the need to work together. An international 
event was planned with hubs in different 
places and others coming on board online.

Hubs were held at Joburg, Lilongwe (Malawi) 
and Nairobi, with about 100 young faith 
activists from 14 different African countries 
attending, with some travelling up to two days 
to attend.
 
The Johannesburg hub, with reps from South 
Africa, Eswatini, Lesotho, Namibia, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, and Mozambique started the event 
with a Season of Creation Service. 

This was followed by a bible study from Bishop 
Zac on the theme of ‘Creation flourishing”.  
The Climate Yes! was launched and blessed 
by Bishop Vicentia Kgabe of Lesotho

We heard about reforestation from Malawi and 
Zimbabwe and impacts of climate change 
on Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Malawi. We 
ended the day with a fun Cultural Evening!

We then looked at the impact of Fossil 
fuels in Africa: ReconAfrica Namibia, EACOP 
Uganda and Total in Mozambique. We had a 
challenging message from Prof Beckford on 
Environmental racism and a workshop from 
Christian Aid on Advocacy.

These were followed by discussion questions 
to be included in the Statement and Action 
plans.

https://www.greenanglicans.org/climate-yes-youth-
ecumenical-summit/

Green Anglicans launch in Zimbabwe

The Diocese of Central Zimbabwe launched 
the Green Anglicans movement at  its 41st 
Anniversary . The  launch site  was at the 
centre of a 10 Hectare portion of the Mission 
Farm  in Chiundura Communal land. The 
Mission school has invested  in a 157 KW Solar 
plant. Tree cutting for firewood in the farm by 
school  and by local communities had been 
a worry for years. The solar project  resulted 
in reduced deforestration and The Diocese 
moved a step further to manage the forests 
following reduced exploitation.

The Green Anglicans launch therefore was 
marked by dedication of this forest as 
Diocesan Communion Forest , dedication of 
the Solar plant , holding a Solar Symposium 
and celebration through Choir competions. A 
total of 1072 people participated in the great 
event.

Article by: Darlington Musekiwa

https://www.greenanglicans.org/anglican-diocese-
of-central-zimbabwe-launches-green-anglican-
movement/
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Green Anglicans takes root in Rwanda

At is  81st meeting , held in Kigali from the 
28-30th of June, the House of Bishops of the 
Anglican Church of Rwanda welcomed the 
Green Anglicans movement and requested 
Eco-bishop  Jean Pierre Methode to plan for 
practical actions to be taken.

Green Anglicans ACSA Provincial youth 
Coordinator, Bino Makhalanyane was 
attending the Commonwealth Heads of State 
meeting in Kigali and was able to spend   time  
with young people from the Rwanda Anglican 
Students Association (RASA)  at the St Etienne  
Cathedral, with the Diocesan youth leader, 
Ntahobari Celestin.

During their time together they  took a look at 
addressing three themes as part of making 
care for creation part of our daily lives,. The 
first was that of : have we been good stewards 
of what God gave us dominion over? (Gen 
1:26-28), The second theme was “Taking 
accountability for our actions”

 ( Gen 3) and lastly we addressed environmental 
hazards in our local communities.

In establishing the Green Anglicans Movement 
in the church of Rwanda members need 
to each do their little bit within the context 
they’re in. It is these small actions which will 
see us reconcile as one with all of creation.    
The theme for the CommonHealth Youth 
Forum which sat from the 19-21 June 2022 was 
“Taking Charge of our Future “ and the future 
we are talking about starts now.

A big thank you to Mr Celestin the Youth leader 
in Kigali Diocese for organising this session 
with the young.  

Article by: Bino Makhalanyane
https://www.greenanglicans.org/green-anglicans-
movement-takes-root-in-rwanda/

Green Anglicans at AACC Youth Congress

A group of Green Anglicans from different 
parts of Africa attended the All Africa Youth 
Conference in Kasoa, Ghana from the 31st 
October to 5th of November

There were active Green Anglicans from Kenya, 
Ghana, South Africa, Botswana, Rwanda and 
Uganda  present.

Over 900 young people gathered at the 
historic event from 40 African countries.

The Theme: Africa my Home, Africa my Future 
was meant to awaken us to the beauty of 
Africa and inspire us youth to be active in our 
own countries. Some of the themes explored 
are Public Accountability and Anticorruption; 
Climate loss and damage; Story of the slave 
castle; Human Trafficking; Silencing the Guns 
and Gender Justice to mention a few.

PACJA were very active with the entrance of 
the Climate Torch to the event, and young 
people from the Climate yes! Youth Ecumenical 
Summit also took part in the climate justice 
side events.

In terms of growing the movement, there was 
a wonderful opportunity when the Anglicans 
gathered and the Green Anglicans in 
particular Lulama Ntuta (Chair of the Anglican 
Youth of the  Church of Southern  Africa )  and 
Michelle Nyanyiba (Green Anglicans of Africa 
rep for West Africa)  had an opportunity to 
share about the Movement and there was a 
lot of interest!
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Ghana – is planning to launch next year and 
is doing the ground work now to educate and 
empower members to know about issues of 
the in environment.  Other countries such as 
Nigeria were interested in  implementing GA 
in their countries and need more information 
sessions and resources.

Article by: Lulama Ntuta
https://www.greenanglicans.org/green-anglicans-in-
spreading-in-west-africa/

GLOBAL

INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY

Bino Makhalanyane at COP27 

I was privileged to attended COP27 held in 
Egypt under the Christian Climate Observers 
Programme (CCCOP).

This was a very over whelming experience 
for me as a first timer being in a space full 
of people from around the globe, formally 
dressed up and in many meeting areas, with 
different topics and ideologies. As I struggled 
to find myself however, one of my fellow 
member of the CCOP27 group David Storer 
from Scotland said to me “Never forget to 
represent and raise the voices of your people 
while you are here”.

This COP is said to be the “Africa COP” and 
indeed many Africans were in attendance 
and more over young African Climate Activists 
taking the stage and asking the important 
question on why the global north will not 
listen to the cry of the global south. Loss and 

damage was a key issue, calling for those who 
have mostly contributed to global warming to 
honour the $100 billion yearly commitments 
towards climate vulnerable countries.

The pain of teenage climate activists

I attended a panel discussion led by 18 year 
old Leah Namugerwa from Uganda with a 
group of young people including teenagers 
who looked under sixteen. The panellists told 
their stories about how climate change has 
caused loss and damage in their lives and 
why they have decided to rise up to the call of 
being climate activists. One could not ignore 
the pain of trauma coming from their voices. 
You then ask yourself, “where are human 
rights when kids who are supposed to be in 
school and allowed to be children are forced 
into becoming adults because of their pain 
caused by others?” This continues to haunt 
me and will always be one of my take home 
pillars. To rise and do my bit in combating 
climate change, and grow our communities 
into resilient climate smart communities.

Article by: Bino Makhalanyane
https://www.greenanglicans.org/bino-makalanyane-at-
cop27/

Calling for green jobs and climate finance 
at Commonwealth Heads of Government 
(CHGM) in Rwanda

The Commonwealth consists of 54 countries, 
the majority of which have strong Anglican 
presence. The Heads of Government meet 
every two years, and this year the meeting 
took place in Kigali.

Renew Our World and Abundant Africa invited 
13 climate activists from 8 countries across 
the globe and tasked them to present their 
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advocacy letter to the heads of State attending. 
We had two teams, one that participated 
in the women forum which Bishop Brighton 
Vita Malasa from Malawi attended, the other 
team was fully engaged with the youth forum 
between the dates 19 and 21. The youth team 
consisted of Rev Dennis Nthenge from Kenya, 
Bino Makalanyane (South Africa) and Erasto 
Richard (Uganda) who attended as a country 
rep. Bishop Jeanne Pierre of Rwanda was also 
a participant at the Conference. 

The theme for CHOGM 2022 was ‘Delivering 
a Common Future: Connecting, Innovating, 
Transforming.’ 

Article by: Rev Dennis Nthenge
https://www.greenanglicans.org/green-anglicans-
call-for-green-jobs-and-climate-finance-at-
commonwealth-heads-of-government-meeting/

Anglicans take on global ‘plastic pandemic’ 
at the UN 

The United Nations Environmental Assembly 
(UNEA), the world’s overarching decision-
making body on environmental issues, 
reached an historic resolution to tackle what 
they called the “epidemic” of single-use 
plastics. The resolution, reached at UNEA5 in 
Nairobi, commits signatories to reaching a 
legally binding agreement on plastics by 2024. 

An accredited observer at the UNEA, the 
Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) was 
able to play an important role to play in 
the negotiations, lobbying ministers and 
representatives from some of the 173 member 
nations on behalf of Anglicans. 

Rev Rachel Mash is a member of the UN Faith 
for Earth task team on pollution and attended 
on behalf of the ACC.

The ACC drafted and co-signed a letter from 
global faith communities to the Assembly, 
warning that the world is “facing a triple 
planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity 
loss and pollution” and calling on member 
states to recognise that plastic pollution is 
a “pervasive and escalating phenomenon” 
which requires urgent, co-ordinated global 
action.

“UNEA 5 has been to plastic pollution what 
Paris was to climate change. We are turning 
off the taps that have been churning out 
plastics for decades.” 

Article by: Rev Rachel Mash
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