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Easter and Earth Day: 
“From death to resurrection”

As we celebrate Earth Day, how do the Easter themes of death and resurrection speak to the 
present peril of our planet?

We must begin with confession and lamenting. With Jesus, we must walk to the cross, 
experiencing the pain of loss and suffering, hearing the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
We must lament the mortal wounds which are destroying the web of life. We must confess 
our guilt: our offences against those most vulnerable on this earth, as well as our theft from 
generations to come. 

Our hearts are broken as Jesus dies on the cross “God so loved the world that he sent his only 
begotten son” John 3:16

We have often misunderstood these words to mean that God loved only the people of the 
world, and it is for humans alone that Jesus came.  But the word for ‘world’ in the original Greek 
is ‘cosmos’. God loved the Cosmos so much that he sent his son to die, to bear our suffering 
and the pain of the whole web of life. 

For Christians, the despair and darkness of Good Friday are not the final word. Jesus, the Word 
of Life, overcomes death. At the heart of our faith is resurrection, redemption, and new life. The 
groaning of creation is not a hopeless pain but is described as the groaning of childbirth when 
agony gives way to new life. 

The Bible tells us of the “New Earth”. This is not another Earth in a different place. There is no 
Planet B. God promises us that this very Earth will be renewed. We are part of Gods redemptive 
plan, sadly we have almost delayed too long and the renewed Earth will bear scars just as 
Jesus’ body did.

It is time to rise up and act, remembering that we are co-creators with God; we are called to 
renew this, our common home. We are not chaplains administering the last rites to a dying 
Earth. We are midwives to the new Creation. Let us not look for the living amongst the dead.

Reflection by Rev Dr Rachel Mash prepared for ‘Living Church’ 

A Liturgy for Earth Day

The church is called to participate in God’s transformation of creation.  Our action, reducing our 
footprint on this Earth, need to be grounded in a spirituality that recognises the sacredness and 
wonder of creation. 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 19):

(L)  The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
and the firmament proclaims God’s 
handiwork.

(A) Day to day pours forth speech, and 
night to night declares knowledge.

(L) There is no speech, nor are there words; 
      their voice is not heard.

(A) Yet their voice goes out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the 
world.



Litany for Creation:

(L)  Praise to you, O God, source of all waters. 
       For vast oceans, flowing rivers, and gentle 
       rains we give you thanks. For the waters of 
       the deep that give us life, we give you 
       thanks.

(A)  Forgive our careless waste and polluting 
ways.

(L)  Help us to cleanse, conserve, and share; 
       teach us to care for the gift of water.

(A)  Come and heal your people. Come and 
        heal the waters.

(L)   Praise to you, O God, creator of the dry 
land. For mighty mountains, rolling hills, 
and fertile prairies we give you thanks.

(A) Forgive our wanton greed and violent 
ways.

(L)  Help us to sow, till, and harvest with care; 
teach us to live gently on the land.

(A) Come and heal your people. Come and 
heal the land.

(L)  Praise to you, O God, breath of life and 
maker of air. For wind and wave, breath 
and breeze, light and life we give you 
thanks.

(A) Forgive our heedless acts and selfish 
ways.

(L)  Help us to live justly, simply, and wisely; 
teach us to care for the gift of air.

(A) Come and heal your people. Come and 
heal the air.

(L)  Praise to you, O God, Lord and Giver of Life. 
Your love sustains planet earth and by your 
hand all things living are fed.

(A) Forgive our neglect and abuse of your 
gifts.

(L)  Help us to serve, defend and restore your 
creation.

(A) Help us care for your people. Help us care 
for the earth.

Prayer of Confession
 
Creator of the earth and all living things, maker 
of the sky and the air and 
the breath of life, God of all that is: 
we are your servant people, 
created out of the clay of the earth itself. 

We forget that we are your creatures and we 
play at being gods. 

We neglect the work of guardianship that you 
have provided for our occupation and our joy. 

We have used, abused, and abandoned those 
things that you have created for your delight.

You have created a fragile world in a perfect 
and delicate balance. Thinking too much of our 
own importance we have upset the balance.

We ask your forgiveness, Holy and Righteous 
God. We yearn to join with the mountains and 
valleys, the great creatures  and the birds of 
the wild ocean waters in singing your praises. 
Amen

Declaration of Hope

(L) “Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask 
for the ancient paths, where the good way 
lies; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.” 
(Jeremiah 6:16)

(A) We are standing at a crossroads. Together 
let us seek the good way, treasure the 
traditional pathways  and find rest for all of 
God’s creation.
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