
PAGE 1

Anglican Consultative Council in 
Hong Kong

Youth representatives from around the world with the Archbishop of Canterbury 

At the Anglican Consultative Council in Hong Kong the Anglican Communion recognised the Climate 

Emergency and called upon Anglicans all over the world to respond. The following Resolution was passed 

by the Anglican Communion Environmental Network: 

•	 Provinces were called to develop action plan and resources for sustainable living at individual, parish, 

diocesan and provincial level; including policies and procedures to minimise waste, increase use of 

renewable energies, and incorporate creation care into liturgical practice. 

•	 To hold strategic planning conferences on the Sustainable Development Goals and Climate Change, 

ensuring the involvement of Indigenous, youth, and women’s voices. 

•	 To identify environmental and climate-related threats in their context and to develop or adapt existing 

tools on disaster preparedness and mitigation.’

The Anglican Communion is a family of churches in 165 countries. The oceans are rising – but so is the 

Anglican Communion.
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Youth leaders training in Matlosane

A vibrant group of Sunday School teachers and Youth 

leaders met for a workshop on Care for Creation 

in Matlosane. The Sunday School teachers were 

taught by Rev Rachel Mash using the manual ‘Ryan 

the Rhino’ Manual. The manual covers the story of 

Creation and looks at littering, saving water, climate 

change, tree planting and other environmental 

issues. Youth leaders from across the Diocese were 

trained by Bino Makhalanyane and Kgowe Moleme 

on how to use the new “Care for Creation” Youth 

Manual which involves interactive sessions looking 

at the roots of environmental challenges and how 

we as the church can respond 

Girls and Boys Friendly Society learning 
about caring for Creation (GBFS)

God created the Earth and said “it is good” so why 

is it bad now? On Saturday the 31 August, the Green 

Anglicans team had the opportunity to address the 

GBFS at their annual conference which was held at 

St. Peter’s in Khayelitsha. There was a presentation 

and devotion held.

The presentation focused on introducing the young 

people to what Green Anglicans is and what it is 

that we do as many were uninformed about the 

movement. In the presentation we had the young 

people	 reflecting	 on	 their	 environments,	 those	

around their houses, their church and within their 

communities. 

Then	we	had	them	reflect	on	the	state	of	the	rivers	

and sources of our water and its conditions, and for 

majority the response was that both were in bad 

conditions. We then proceeded to ponder the fact 

that when God created everything it was good, how 

then has everything gone bad and how do we get it 

back to being good. This then led into the devotion 

where we shared that we are chosen by God, and 

we are chosen to bring about social justice, just like 

Jesus did. We not only need to bring about social 

justice for people but for all of creation.

Youth and Sunday School Training in 
George Diocese

On the 27 July 2019 a Youth Leader and Sunday 

School Teachers workshop took place in the Diocese 

of George, which was led by Bino Makhalanyane 

and John-Paul Roberts (JP). The workshop was 

hosted by the parish of St Alban’s in Pacaltsdorp. 

The training was an eye opener for many who 

came to realise the impact of climate change on 

the world of today. The training focused on care 

for creation. There were interactive sessions which 

focused on how to use the manual and looking at 

areas   of how people have harmed the earth in 

local communities. 

A wonderful Closing Eucharist was held on the 

theme of Creation on the Sunday.
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“Show us the way” says the Archbishop 
-young people respond

Anglican youth from four Dioceses – Mzimvubu, 

Mbashe, Mthatha and Khahlamba met for the 

Eastern Cape Youth Cluster from the 10th to 12th of 

October at the All Saints Cathedral Ngcobo.

During the opening Eucharist service, Dean Fikizolo 

blessed a tree as a symbol of new beginnings for 

the youth of the Eastern Cape, the tree was later 

planted on the church grounds. During the day, the 

Green Anglicans team challenged delegates to 

respond to Archbishop Thabo Makgoba’s address 

to the Taize pilgrims at the closing Evening Prayer 

of the Pilgrimage. 

From	 the	 different	 topics	 and	 themes	 that	 were	

covered,	one	can	confidently	attest	that	the	young	

people are ready to save God’s creation and should 

be given the support needed for them to execute 

and implement this goal. 

Leadership training in Lesotho

The leaders of youth organizations were called 

together by the Diocesan Youth Chaplain to be 

trained in Care for Creation. Leaders from the 

Servers’ Guild, St Agnes, St Mary Magdalene, 

Anglican Youth, Youth Brigade and others gathered 

to learn skills to help them teach their youth to deal 

with issues such as litter, land degradation and 

climate change. A lot of fun was had in the interactive 

workshop and we look forward to hearing how the 

young people will take the issues forward.

55 years of Anglican youth – 55 trees for         
Maxixe

The Anglican Youth of 

Lebombos Diocese 

in Mozambique 

celebrated Provincial 

Youth Day with a 

wonderful event full of 

joy and worship. There 

was a celebration on 

“Season of Creation”, 

there was a march at 

Maxixe and 55 trees were planted to make the city 

green. Canon Rachel from Green Anglicans spoke 

on the sacredness of God’s creation and that 

young people should take the lead on caring for 

creation. A health exhibition was carried out along 

with	different	church	services	with	Bishop	Carlos	

Matsinhe and guest speaker Rev Mpho Mohale.

Let’s renew the rivers of God in Angola

The Anglican Diocese of Angola Youth hosted their 

Diocesan youth assembly at Luanda. The Provincial 

Green Anglicans formed part of the program as the 

country is currently under risk of water shortage 

and	 deforestation	 with	 high	 traffic	 volume	 on	 the	

national and local roads. There was a highlight by the 

Bishop that the young people should get involved 
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in order to make things happen (such as renewing 

the earth). Green Anglicans had a session to dialog 

with	delegates	and	reflected	on	Revelation	22:	1-3.		

Delegates have good memories of rivers with clean 

water from their childhood but children today grow 

up only knowing a dirty river. The Diocesan youth 

assembly has made a declaration that they promise 

to do all in their power in renewing God’s creation 

and that the new Diocesan Youth

Invasive species in Swaziland

The Diocese of Swaziland held an event dealing 

with  invasive species in Hhohho region. The church 

and community members worked hard to pull up 

the invasive species. These alien plants use up a lot 

of water and do not allow the indigenous plants to 

grow. So one of the important lessons for creating 

drought resilient communities is to teach them 

to	 use	 invasive	 species	 for	 fire	 wood	 and	 leave	

indigenous trees to grow.  A wonderful outdoor 

service of celebration was held followed by snacks.

Never again must young people beg us 
adults to care for creation

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba addressed  over 2000 

Taize pilgrims at the closing Evening Prayer of the 

Pilgrimage of Trust in Cape Town.

Young people from across Africa and other parts of 

the world had gathered in Taize for the Ecumenical 

Pilgrimage of Trust. Hosted by families and churches 

across the City, they had a wonderful experience 

of visiting community projects and worshipping 

together in the Taize meditative style.

The Archbishop challenged the large congregation 

by saying “Never, never and never again must 

young people beg us adults to care for creation”. 

He also challenged the young people to lead the 

way  ‘’please young people don’t wait for the rest of 

us”. “Always live the joy and the hope that Christ has 

planted in your hearts”. 

Diocese of Mpumalanga tackles Air 
Pollution

The Anglican Youth of Mpumalanga Diocese 

celebrated national youth month by hosting 

a Diocesan youth conference at Holy Cross 

Kwanyamazani.	 One	 of	 the	 significate	 moments	

was planting of a litchi tree by the Diocesan Bishop, 

Bishop Kgomosotho. During the conference went 

on a debate using the new Care for Creation Youth 

manual, the topic was on “opening a new coal 

mine”. This showed that young people are aware of 

how bad the situation around air pollution is in their 

area and are really seeking ways in which they can 

compact these without having the risk of no jobs 

in their local communities. The young people were 

trained to use the manual back in their churches.

Globally more people die of Air Pollution than from 
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HIV and AIDS combined.  Mpumalanga has the 

worst Air quality in South Africa due to coal mining 

and coal power stations. Our electricity is causing 

health challenges to our brothers and sisters in 

Mpumalanga

“Fun runs” are no fun for the Ocean

On World Ocean Day a team of young and old 

gathered at the Blue Lagoon beach in the Diocese 

of Natal – to appreciate nature and clean up the 

area. Broken beer and wine bottles, polystyrene 

foam, straws and plastic bottle tops were the order 

of the day but what was saddening was the fact that 

the runners that were using were using plastic water 

sachets and throwing them everywhere while we 

were picking up; something of great worry as these 

were children. Reality kicked in right there of the 

ignorance of these run organisers have to have a 

teaching element in them. The water sachets blow 

straight into the ocean causing damage to ocean 

creatures and birds.

Launch of new Care for Creation 
Youth Manual

A team from across the Province of Southern 

Africa has been working to prepare materials on 

the theme of care for creation for young people. 

After months of hard work it was a proud day when 

the manual was launched. The training day and 

launch took place in a joint event between Green 

Anglicans and the Johannesburg Anglican Eco-

spirituality Initiative (JAEI) at the Diocesan Centre 

in Sophiatown. A group of youth leaders from the 

Diocese of Johannesburg , and Christ the King were 

present. We also had a group of Green Anglican 

leader from across the Province who were being 

trained to use the manual in their context. Swaziland 

and Botswana were also present at the training. A 

fun day of interactive learning and laughter took 

place. At the same time and enthusiastic group of 

Sunday School teachers were trained on how to 

use the Ryan the Rhino Manual

Climate Change is a human rights issue

 The Students of ASF (Anglican Students Federation) 

gathered for their Annual Provincial Conference 

at	 near	 Rustenberg.	 Students	 from	 five	 countries	

attended. A day was dedicated to the Fifth Mark 

of Mission. Amnesty International showed how 

it is important to frame Climate Change as a 

human rights issue, not only an environmental 

issue.	 Environmental	 degradation	 affects	 our	

constitutional rights to health, clean water, shelter 

and many other issues. We also had a speaker on 

the issue of waste, looking at how it is also impacting 

on people’s health and quality of life. 

Fr Ngube shared the 

devastating situation 

in Namibia where the 

drought is forcing 

people to dig very 

deep holes for water, 



and shared how he lost his brother who had 

been digging down seven meters when the hole 

collapsed on him.

The video of his story which shows the reality of 

Climate Change in Namibia can be found here: 

https://www.facebook.com/GreenAnglicans/

videos/760283177751819/

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
KENYA

Green Anglicans in Machakos Diocese, Kenya has 

taken another dimension it’s gone to the villages to 

inspire care for creation. On the 27th of October  they 

cleaned Ikalaasa town area and planted trees. They 

also made use of the opportunity to evangelise 

to the town dwellers. The diocesan Mission 

Coordinator together with the Administrative 

secretary was joined by clergy and Christians 

around the diocese for the full day of clean up. The 

event was organised by the DYO Rev. Simon Kavita

MALAWI

Green Anglicans, Renew our World and the Malawi 

Creation Care Network joined forces in a march 

through the streets of Lilongwe calling for a ban 

on single use plastic. Africa is leading the way in 

bans of single use Plastic. Plastic clogs our rivers, 

attracting	flies	and	mosquitoes	and	killing	fish.	It	is	a	

health hazard in our communities.  Say no to single 

use plastic!

PROVINCIAL NEWS

The Anglican Church of Southern Africa calls for a 

ban on single use plastic

Link: http://www.greenanglicans.org/the-

anglican-church-of-southern-africa-calls-for-a-

ban-on-single-use-plastic/

The Anglican Church of Southern Africa declares 

a Climate Emergency

Link: http://www.greenanglicans.org/the-

anglican-church-of-southern-africa-declares-a-

climate-emergency/

The Anglican Church of Southern Africa has 

“GREENED” their Canons

Link: http://www.greenanglicans.org/the-

anglican-church-of-southern-africa-has-greened-

their-canons/

MEET THE TEAM

Rev Rachel Mash
Environmental 
Co-ordinator
rmash@mweb.co.za
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Bino Makhalanyane
Youth Co-ordinator
binomak@gmail.com

Tlou Mpai
Office Administrator
greenanglicans@gmail.com

John-Paul Roberts
Media Intern
johnpaul87roberts@gmail.com
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