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Green Anglicans grow at the CAPA Conference  

Green Anglicans flag shines at the  Common Wealth Youth Forum

Commonwealth Youth Forum CYF is a conference inside Commonwealth meeting which took place in London this year, where the Anglican Com-
munion was Represented by 3 Young People (David from Mozambique, Ann From Kenya and Jake from Australia.

My Experience on the Commonwealth.

I found it amazing, such a great opportunity to exchange, share and learn from the various themes addressed 
during the sessions, in particular ‘climate change’ where we had President of Seychelles, Prime Minster of Jamaica 
and some others addressing on the issue, in few words from this session I could say that all the countries across 
the commonwealth are aware about the impact of climate change, and plastics. Sessions about technology and 
entrepreneurship were also done in a very amazing way where we were taught how to be great leaders, how to 
create a movement for a certain cause and how to build companies. So much could be said about the common-
wealth conference, and I’d like to encourage people to attend the upcoming one in 2020.

As the Anglican Communion Representatives after the conference we visited Lambeth Palace to meet the  Arch-
bishop of Canterbury who challenged me to spend a year in London in the community of St Anselm, he told us 
that Anglican Church is not part of the Commonwealth, but he made arrangements, so we could join and be 
part of it. I also had the chance to meet the young leaders from the Diocese of London (Thanks to Rev. Sheenagh, ALMA Coordinator).  We were 
introduced to them, also had an opportunity to showcase our work in my Diocese as well as the Green Anglicans Environmental Movement, the 
were excited to hear about it since the youth of London is not so aware about climate change’s existence.  - David Junior , Diocese of Lebombos

Council of Anglican Provinces in Africa held a 
youth conference from the 9th to the 14th of 
April 2018 in the Province of Kenya, Nairobi.  
Graced with 300 Anglican Youth from differ-
ent provinces in Africa, leadership and raising 
our continent was the theme for the confer-
ence. African diversity was oozing from all an-
gles, a true sign of our African rainbow, this in-
cluded worship, songs, language and culture.  
Green Anglicans formed part of the confer-
ence to discuss environmental challenges 
that we face in our daily lives and the role of 
the church especially young people to com-
bat climate change or at least to live sustain-
ably going forward.   Environmental ssues 

continue to create a huge challenge in Africa, 
especially agriculturally, which then escalates 
food insecurity and poverty.  This goes as far 
as affecting some of the prime sacraments 
and traditions in the Anglicans church. 

 Working with Rev Sam Sifelani, Central Afri-
ca’s Environmental Coordinator, Green Angli-
cans split the session between what the bible 
says about care for creation as well as action 
and advocacy.
We engaged the participants in conversation 
about carbon foot print and now we can re-
duce it in our homes and communities, we 
also discussed how the church can begin to 

have conversations about talking with the big 
companies who are contributing the most to 
this bad cycle. 
The aim of the session was to clarify this often 
difficult to engage with topic and unpack the 
ways in which the participants can harness 
the energy  and enable the youth to come up 
with initiatives to help their communities to 
adapt. At  the end of the discussions a light 
had been shed to most of the participants 
who had never made the link between faith 
and care for creation.  
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Green Palm Sunday  
 CTK Diocese 

The Diocese of Christ the King, through the initia-
tive of the Diocesan Environmental Desk, took 
the challenge that each congregation plant a Palm 
Tree on Palm Sunday. The challenge was taken up 
with enthusiasm.

Congregations were also encouraged to post 
pictures of their tree planting on the Diocesan 
Facebook page:Diocese of Christ the King. Some 
of these pictures can be seen there!
We pray to God that such initiatives may continue 
to grow our efforts in trying to create with God. 

-Fr. Mpho Mohale

Diocese of Saldanha Bay : St Chad’s  
Table View plants trees at confirmation Service

The Youth of Strand do 
the outdoors 

On the 18th of November 2017, the young people 
from the Anglican Church and United Reformed 
church in Lwandle, Strand went on hike sponsored 
by Leopard Trust.    Hosted by Mike Henshall the 20 
young people had a very informative trip learning 
about types of plants an animals that lie in the hills 
and mountains of Western Cape .  They ended their 
day with a picnic by beach.

Diocese of  Mzimvubu 
AYSA commits to care for 

creation 
The diocese of Mzimvubu hosted their annual 
youth conference in  Kokstad.  Carefully 
located in the rural areas the conference had 
a very natural and environmental feel, which 
made it perfect to teach the young people 
who attended about the practicalities of being 
environmentally active.   With little input to 
environmental degradation the conversation 
was rather turned into   how to stop neigh-
bouring towns and cities from burning and 
throwing things down the streams which they 
use for household essentials, be it drinking or 
washing up.  The participants were very disap-
pointed at the amount of plastic they find in 
their grazing land which was dumped by the 
local municipality.

The young people agreed to work in archdea-
conries to respond to some of the immediate 
solutions to pollution and misuse of water in 
their communities.  The clergy also availed 
themselves to help take the word to other cler-
gy meetings and will look into using season of 
creation as a resource in their services.

Green Living Day at All Saints
The Green Saint of St.Patrick and All Saints Lansdowne hosted a Green Living Day on 21 April 
2018. A day filled with conscious living by making a difference to our health and environment. 
We had interesting talks on the dangers of preservatives in our food and tasty solutions by Diane 
Jutzen. Healthy eating & free range products by Desiree Butzer, Start your organic garden by Rog-
er Isaacs of Samporele, Save water & plastic by Felicity Swartz  of Naturally Good, How to make 
humus & falafel by Glenda Pieters and simple yet effective self defence by Danielle Rinquest. 
Delicious healthy goodies were sold. The profit made at the event was spent on buying flowering 
plants for the church instead of buying cut flowers weekly which is expensive, you need to clean 
the vases and the flowers  gets thrown away. We also bought Naturally Good  cleaning products for 
the church. Because of the green awareness, the men’s group built a simple water system that leads 
the greywater from the sink to the garden! Any church group who would like to have a Green Liv-
ing Day can contact the Green Saints. - Glenda Pieters

It was a joyous occasion when Bishop Raphael of Saldanha 
Bay Diocese sealed our confirmation candidates with an indel-
ible mark of confirmation. Sixteen young people in total were 
confirmed. Preaching on Mathew 25: 14-29, the parable of the 
talents, the Bishop urged the confirmation candidates not to bury 
their talents like the person in the text who preferred to bury his 
talent instead of multiplying it. He counselled the candidates not 
to be like the man in the text who presented no change, but to be 
agents of change and to continue growing in faith and spiritual-
ity. Moreover, as a sign of their attachment to the Church and to 
Christ, the Bishop led all the newly confirmed to a place within 
the Church premises where every one of them planted a tree. The 
tree will always remind the confirmed of their journey with the 
Church and with Christ. They were also urged to look after their 
trees until they grow to full stature. Planting a tree, is not only a 
reminder of their journey with the Church

and Christ, but it is also a giving back to the mother earth. Trees hold soil together, act as wind-
break, provide wood, give us shade and provide oxygen, just to mention but a few. We wish the 
young people a good life and a journey with Christ throughout their life. -Rev Tobias Motale

 Launch of the Avos from Anglicans Movement 
Green Anglicans has launched a movement to grow avocados. Avocados trees give food, shade and beauty. 
The Green Anglicans office started the wave and grew 25 avocados from seed. These trees are being do-
nated together with avocado pits to Sunday Schools. We have been collecting avocado pits from restaurants 
and cafes.
At St Peter’s Church in Khayelitsha, Rev Martha Sam blessed the planting of the avocado tree and Kagisho 
Petlo and Ms Vathiswa Manentsa, Sunday School teacher taught the children how to grow the trees with the 
pits. For more info contact Kagisho on greenanglicans@gmail.com
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Bring Your Own Bag
Campaign 
South Africans use  approximately 8 
BILLION plastic shopping bags per year. 
Less than 1 percent are recycled and many  
end up in landfills or blow out of bins — 
blocking stormwater drains, getting stuck 
in trees or littering rivers and beaches . In 
nature, plastic breaks into smaller pieces, 
but never fully disappears – it breaks up 
into microplastics  not down into organic 

matter, contaminating land,  food and water. Scientists say that by the year 2050 there will 
be more plastic in the oceans than fish. Rwanda and Kenya have already the banned the 
Plastic bag in 2008 and 2016 respectively.

As Christians and people of faith we believe we are called to care for Creation and so we 
invite you to join us in the BRING YOUR OWN BAG Campaign  BRING YOUR OWN 
BAG. Make a pledge to stop using single use plastic shopping bags. You can sign the 
pledge here and encourage others to do so too:
https://www.aquarium.co.za/content/page/rethink-the-bag-make-a-pledge

MAKE YOUR OWN BAGS. Here is a great opportunity to encourage unemployed people 
in your church and community to make alternative bags. Get creative, get colourful, brand 
the bags with the name of your church, the sky is the limit!
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GREEN BISHOP IS GRANTED 
ARCHBISHOP’S PEACE WITH 

JUSTICE AWARD
The Archbishop of Capetown’s Peace with Justice Award was established four years ago to “recog-
nise distinguished service and ministry to Humanity, Creation or the Church.”

It was with great joy that the award was granted to Bishop Geoff Davies and his wife Kate for their 
ministry at the annual renewal of priestly vows of the Diocese of Cape Town. Archbishop Emeritus 
Tutu was also in attendance The citation reads as follows:
“ Bishop Geoff Davies, supported by his wife, Kate, has been a pioneer in the church’s environmen-

tal ministry. Bishop Geoff’s commitment, passion and love for God’s creation led him to raise awareness about environmental degra-
dation and climate change at a time when few were listening. He established the Anglican Church of Southern Africa’s Environment 
Network and represented Africa at the inception of the Anglican Communion Environmental Network. He also encouraged people 
of other denominations and faiths to be earth-keepers, playing an instrumental role in the foundation of the Southern African Faith 
Communities’ Environment Institute (SAFCEI), a multi-faith environmental organisation. SAFCEI have been involved in important 
advocacy campaigns including anti-fracking, the N2 Wild Coast Toll Road and the anti-nuclear campaign.
For his role in mobilising Anglicans and others to act for ecological justice, selflessly dedicating himself to the people of God and 
all God’s creation, we honour Geoff Davies for his extraordinary contribution to the Anglican Church of Southern Africa and to the 
broader Christian and interfaith world.

Diocese of Cape Town 
“Water In-justice 

Conference”
In response to the water crisis in Capetown, the 
Diocese held a Conference to address issues around 
water justice and the sacredness of water. Over 
100 people packed the chapel at Zonnebloem for a 
service on the theme of “sacredness of water” led by 
Bishop Garth Counsell

Professor Kevin Winter of UCT led a plenary ex-
plaining the root causes of the current crisis. Climate 
change has led to dryer winters, and the dam storage 
has not kept up with the growth in population of the 
city. The key to getting through and pushing back 
Day Zero is to drastically reduce our water usage as 
other inputs such as desalination are very costly and 
only yield a small amount.
Archbishop Thabo encouraged the parishes to em-
brace the Lenten Materials and to make preparations 
to support the elderly and frail if we were to reach 
“Day Zero”.
After a good vegetarian lunch prepared by Green 
Saints of All Saints Landsdowne, the conference 
broke into groups on the themes of “water and sani-
tation” led by Axolile Tywala from the Social Justice 
Coalition, protecting our aquifer , Nazeer Sonday, 
Philippi Horticultural Association, and Protecting the 
Biodiversity  - Frank Molteno  from Safcei.

Job alert: Green Anglicans is looking for a Youth 
Coordinator to be based  in Capetown

For more information please open the link below with the details of the post and 
how to apply!

For more information http://www.greenanglicans.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2018/06/Green-Anglicans-Youth-Coordinator-1.docx  

Closing Date :  15th June 2018. 
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THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD 
IS CALLED TO PROPHETIC 

ACTION AND ECOLOGICAL 
REFORMATION

As the Diocese of Oxford gathered for their cler-
gy conference on the theme of Living Waters, 
they were challenged to be prophetic in actions 
around climate change and ecological reforma-
tion

Rev Rachel Mash was invited from the Angli-
can Church of Southern Africa to share with the 
Conference as they discussed three themes of 
Contemplation and Courageous and Compas-
sionate.

Contemplative: We can learn more about God 
from his fingerprints in nature “All heaven de-
clares the glory of God” Psalm 19 shows us God 
speaks through Nature and through the written 
book.

Courageous: Southern Africa is facing the three 
impacts of climate change : drought, extreme 
weather events and sea level rise. Capetown 
faced the possibility of day zero when the taps 
would be turned off  – it is the canary in the 
mine… We need to take urgent action to com-
bat climate change and reduce our footprint

Compassion: Loretta Mingella former CEO of 
Christian Aid described the impact of being in 
the Philippines after the Hurricane . A mother 
described being washed away with her four 
children. We need to act in compassion to halt 
the impact of climate change globally.

Bishop Steven Croft in his daily reflections from 
Colossians reminded us that all things were cre-
ated through Christ, all things were created for 
Christ and all things are saved by Christ.

Rev Chandra Sekhar G shared how the Church 
of South India is responding to environmental 
challenges with the Green Schools Programme, 
tree planting, celebrating World Environmental 
day, Green Clergy training and earth sermons.

Bishop Ossie Swartz from the Diocese of Kim-
berley and Kuruman shared the impact of water 
in  his Diocese.

April 22nd is Earth Day – a day to take prac-
tical action to help to heal the Earth. Peter 
Hyslop, member at St Thomas Anglican 
Church and teacher at Bishop’s school in 
Cape Town decided to make a difference. 
Several schools are linked by being close to 
the banks of the Liesbeek River and so an 
event was organized to clean the river and 
learn more about water systems in Cape-
town.
The day dawned dry and chilly, and an en-
thusiastic group of over 100 young people 
(with a few recycled youth) gathered at St 
Thomas Church. There were members from 
the Church Inspire Youth Group, Bishops 
school, Rondebosch Boys, Rustenberg Girls, 
San Souci, and SACS.
Kyron Wright from the Friends of the Lies-

beek told of how the canalized river is 
slowly being turned back into a river, as the 
reeds and vegetation are being allowed to 
return. Play parks have been established on 
the banks of the river and a cycling lane. A 
‘veggies for free’ garden supplies the needy.

Rev Rachel Mash from Green Anglicans 
shared how to make eco-bricks (2 litre coke 
bottles filled with non-recyclable plastic 
which are used to build classrooms). She 
also shared about the “bring your own bag” 
campaign – first you pledge to stop using 
plastic shopping bags, then you campaign 
to your local shop to change to paper bags 
and then we go for a national ban the plas-
tic bag campaign.

EARTH DAY CLEAN UP OF THE LIESBEEK RIVER

CHRISTIANS PRAY TOGETHER FOR CREATION WOM-
ENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

2018
The World Day of Prayer, which dates back almost 
100 years, is an ecumenical event in which Christians 
in more than 170 countries come together to pray 
for issues affecting women and children. The service 
is written by people from a different participating 
country each year.

This year’s service was written by women from Suri-
name, a country along South America’s northeastern 
coast, and was themed “All God’s Creation is Very 
Good.” The theme is meant to invite learning, action 
and prayer on environmental concerns together with 
the women of Suriname, where about 90% of the 
population live in low-lying areas on the Atlantic 
coast, likely to be affected by rising sea levels caused 

by global warming.  Our exploitative attitude toward creation has separated us from God—
but we can restore our relationship with God by being better stewards of the earth


