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WWF’S EARTH HOUR
IS AN EXTRAORDINARY
EVENT THAT FOCUSES
THE WORLD’S
ATTENTION ON OUR
AMAZING PLANET,
AND WHAT WE CAN
DO TO PROTECT IT

At 8.30pm on 28 March, hundreds of millions of
people will turn off their lights for one hour, on the
same night, all across the world in a huge, show of
support for action on climate change and for a more
sustainable future. It’s always a memorable and
spectacular event with cities, communities and
landmarks across the globe going dark for the hour.
But Earth Hour is more than just one hour of darkness it’s your chance
to be the difference that we need to protect our planet today and every
day. By signing up you send a message that you support action on climate
change and want to protect our planet and the people and wildlife that
depend on it for food, water, fuel…even the air that we breathe. Be part
of Earth Hour, to make sure that climate and planet friendly decisions are
made at the highest levels.
Earth Hour is also an opportunity for everyone to say they’ll do their bit
for the planet – beyond the hour. By signing up you will find a global
community that thinks like you do and find out about the small changes
you can make in your daily life to really be that difference.
It’s never been more vital to make your voice heard. Sign up and switch off
for WWF’s Earth Hour to protect our brilliant world.
It’s never been more vital to make your voice heard. Sign up and switch off
for WWF’s Earth Hour to protect our brilliant world.
Switch off your lights at 8.30pm on Saturday 28 March
and help us spread the word. Get involved at :
www.greenanglicans.org/resources/liturgical
www.greenanglicans.org/
www.greenanglicans.org/earthhour
www.wwfscotland.org.uk/earthhour
#earthhour
@wwfscotland
#earthhourUK
We’d like to work with you to help make Earth Hour 2015
a huge success in your area.
Turning out the lights is just the beginning..
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WHAT CAN LOCAL
CONGREGATIONS DO
FOR EARTH HOUR
2015?

Compassionate and loving God,
you created the world for us all
to share, a world of beauty and
plenty. Create in us a desire to
live simply, so that our lives may
reflect your generosity.
Creator God, You gave us
responsibility for the earth,
a world of riches and delight.
Create in us a desire to live
sustainably, so that those who
follow after us may enjoy the
fruits of your creation.
God of peace and justice,
You give us the capacity to
change, to bring about a world
that mirrors your wisdom.
Create in us a desire to act in
solidarity, so that the pillars of
injustice crumble and those now
crushed are set free.
Amen.

In 2014 a record 162 countries and over 7,000 towns
and cities took part for the biggest call to action for
the protection of the planet. In Scotland, the success
of Earth Hour continues to grow. We were the first
country in the world to have 100 per cent support
for Earth Hour from its local authorities, each
year famous landmarks in every area of the
country switch off their lights, and individuals,
organisations and businesses all join together
to take part in communities across Scotland.
We want to build on this success.

Your congregation can play a vital role in reducing carbon
emissions, increasing sustainability and engaging with your
community.
Switch off: register your involvement online at
www.greenanglicans.org
www.wwf.org.uk/ehsignup
and turn off the lights in your own home
for one hour on 28 March 2015 at 8.30pm. Encourage friends,
family and colleagues to get involved too.

Take part: WWF’s Earth is your chance to take action to protect our
planet – not just for an hour, but every day. There are many ways your
congregation could take part in Earth Hour:
• Hold a candlelit service for Earth Hour (see page 6 for further details)
• Arrange for any lights in or on your church to switch off for Earth Hour
• Host a candlelit dinner party and make use of our handy dinner
party guide
• Run an Earth Hour event such as a cake bake off, an Earth Hour quiz or
a ‘wear it bright’ night, by digging out your brightest and most
colourful clothes
• Plan a torchlight wildlife or stargazing walk to make the most of the hour
of darkness
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Engage: spread the word and help demonstrate the support for action on
climate change in your area by:
• Encouraging local community groups and other organisations to register
and get involved
• Talking to local businesses and organisations to get the lights switched
off on iconic or important buildings/structures in your area
• Make use of notice boards, newsletters and websites to engage members
of the public and highlight your own support
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A message from Eco-Congregation South
Scotland
Africa
Eco-Congregation Scotland
S.Africa is an ecumenical movement helping local
groups of Christians link environmental issues to their faith, reduce their
environmental impact, and engage with the community.
We provide:
• Eighteen local networks across Scotland
where congregations can meet
Africa
each other and share ideas.
• Written materials for study, worship and practical action.

An hour of darkness.
A moment of change.
A brighter future.

• Regular newsletters to keep you informed on environmental issues.
• An annual meeting of eco-congregations from across Scotland.
• An environmental audit for your church.
• A web site full of useful information: www.ecocongregationscotland.org
• An environmental chaplain who supports people to explore the
theological and spiritual basis of care for creation.
• Links with other organisations.
• An awards scheme recognising achievement by local congregations.
We would like all churches to take part in Earth Hour (you don’t need to
be an eco-congregation) as a sign to the wider community that care for
creation matters. Climate change is a justice issue - our misuse of natural
resources has a much greater effect on poor people in developing countries
than on us.
Even if your church buildings are usually closed on a Saturday evening,
we’d like you to consider holding a short, candlelit Earth Hour service.
Over 130 churches in Scotland took part last year and we hope that many
more will this year.
By promoting your service through local newspapers, newsletters, posters
etc, you can make connections with new people and local organisations.
For ideas for services and other activities please visit this web page:
www.ecocongregationscotland.org/earthhour
www.greenanglicans.org
www.greenanglicans.org.za
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St Giles’ Cathedral, the High Kirk of Edinburgh,
participating in Earth Hour
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IDEAS FOR EARTH
HOUR 2015

Just a few of the Eco-Congregation events that have
taken place over the last couple of years to give you
some inspiration:

Elgin St Giles & St Columba’s South Church
This prominent church on Elgin’s High Street switched off its floodlighting
for Earth Hour. The congregation also placed an article in their March
church magazine encouraging members to mark Earth Hour. Their local
newspaper had a similar article encouraging people to do the same.

Dunscore Parish Church wrote
a prayer for Earth Hour:
Creator God, this earth is
miraculous and beautiful.
Forgive our confusion and
inaction as we confront the
challenges of climate change.
In the light of your truth,
seen so clearly in the life and
teaching of Jesus, help us to
re-examine ourselves and our
lifestyle choices and see clearly
the implications of how we live
on all that sustains life on
this earth.
May we follow your leading in
caring for every aspect of this
precious world, which you made
and love.
Throughout history you have
moved people to do amazing
things for the sake of their
neighbours.

Balerno Parish Church
Balerno Parish Church held a unique community event to support WWF
Earth Hour 2014. On Saturday 29th March, with a special screening of the
environmentally themed, Disney Pixar movie “WALL-E” held at 6.45pm
in the Ogston Hall at the church’s St Joseph’s centre. This was followed
by Balerno’s first “Switching off the Lights” ceremony to mark the start
of Earth Hour at 8.30pm. The invitation to the event was to the whole
community, and this family friendly-event was supported by Balerno
Village Screen and The Balerno Girls’ Brigade.
Carlops Parish Church
Carlops Eco Group organized a candle light event in church which was
attended by around 40 people from the congregation, the local community
and from the surrounding area.The church was decorated with more than
a hundred paper stars which had been cut out and coloured by the children
of West Linton Primary School and onto which they had written their
wishes for our planet. E.g. use less energy and care for the animals. Coffee
with home baking was served on arrival anyone who wished too took their
turn to share a poem, piece of prose or musical item with those present.
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Inspire us now to work together,
as your people, to change
priorities in the way we live,
so that we build a fair and safe
world for all your creation;
a world where your will is done
as it is in heaven.

Milton of Campsie Parish Church
Milton of Campsie Parish Church marked Earth Hour by having a stall at
their Eco-morning on Saturday 22nd at which they gave out flyers and
night lights and encouraged people to commit to turning lights off by
signing their names on an enlarged drawing of a light bulb. On Sunday
23rd March after the church service, everyone who was not at the Eco
morning also received a flyer and an night light.

Amen
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SUPPORT AND
RESOURCES

For up to date information and access to resources,
www.greenanglicans.org/resources/liturgical
www.greeanglicans.org.za/
earthhour
visit wwfscotland.org.uk/earthhour
On these pages you will find:
• Links to the online sign-up page
• Links to useful resources
• Updates on what’s happening in Africa
Scotland
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As WWF’s Earth Hour approaches we’ll also provide you with newsletter
and facebook text as well as tweets for you to use in your promotion work.
Make sure you check out our own social media activity on
Twitter @wwfscotland
@greenanglicans or on Facebook at
GreenAnglicans
www.facebook.com/wwfscotland
#earthhour
@wwfscotland
#earthhourUK
We’d like to work with your congregation to help you make Earth Hour
2015 a huge success in your area. Please contact us to find out more.

Scottish Government Ministers Richard
Lochhead and Paul Wheelhouse show
their support for Earth Hour

Contact:
© Maverick Agency

Rev
Rache
Mash
Kirstie
Shirra
REV Rachel Mash
www.Greenaanglicans.org.za
WWF
Scotland’s
021
1311 Earth Hour Co-ordinator
021
763763
1311
www.greenanglicans.org
kshirra@yahoo.co.uk
rmash@webmail.com
info@greenanglicans.org
info@greenanglicans.org

Tel 07983 364529

or visit
www.wwfscotland.org.uk/earthhour
www.Greenanglicans.org.za/earthhour
www.greenanglicans.org/resources/liturgical

www.greenanglicans.org/earthhour

or
www.ecocongregationscotland.org/earthhour
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100%
Earth Hour activities and
events in every Scottish
Local Authority area

986

100+
iconic buildings
switched off
in Scotland
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.

schools in Scotland
participated last year

Eco-congregations
registered to take part
in Earth Hour 2014

Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
wwfscotland.org.uk
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