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PLANETARY BOUNDARIES

In the beginning, God 
created…..

No princípio Deus criou os céus e a terra



Genesis 2:15
15 The LORD God put humans in the Garden 
of Eden to work the soil and take care of 
the garden.

The First commandment

“Look after my earth”



60% of the eco-systems on which we depend 
for life are now degraded beyond the point 
of repair
60% dos eco-sistemas dos quais dependemos para a vida são degradadas além do ponto 
de reparação



Our water supplies. Nossos suprimentos de agua



Our air



• Johannesburg – Air is 10 times 
more polluted than safe limits, 
according to the World Health 
Organisation.



Our birds



Our animals and fish



Our topsoil



Our forests



Our atmosphere





Southern Africa is warming at 
twice the global average.



Impact on Southern Africa
• Drought
• Extreme weather events
• Sea level rise



DROUGHT

RISING TEMPERATURES AFFECT 
CROPS, INCREASE PESTS



RISING FOOD PRICES



EXTREME WEATHER 
EVENTS
With each additional 1° of 
temperature, the 
atmosphere’s
capacity to hold water 
vapor
increases by 7%
Warmer air can hold more 
water





SEA LEVEL RISE 
Warmer water 
expands. 
Combined with 
high tide and 
storms, leads to 
flooding of 
coast. 



I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. 
But you came and defiled my land and made my inheritance 
detestable. Jer 2:7



Bad Theology has got us into this mess



Genesis 1:28; “And God blessed them, and 
God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 

and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth.”

DOMINION THEOLOGY



• God told Adam to name all the animals – so he is 
superior

• Humans are made in God’s image – other creatures 
aren’t

• All creatures were made for humans to use



ESCAPIST THEOLOGY

“this world is not my home, I’m just a passing 
through
If heavens not my home then Lord what will I do?



Dualistic thought

Dualism: the soul is the higher form living in 
mortal flesh. The soul would ultimately depart 
from this temporary world to exist forever in the 
a permanent world. Gnanankan (1999) 

Brian Maclaren “salvation becomes an  “an 
evacuation plan to the next world”.



PROSPERITY GOSPEL
Riches on Earth as in heaven
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 
Malachi 3:10



FIFTH MARK OF ANGLICAN 
MISSION
To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life of 
the earth



The First Commandment God gave the human race

- Care for my world



Not just business as usual – with a 
recycling bin…….



Back to basics:

What is salvation?
What is the word of God?



WHAT IS SALVATION?
WHAT HAPPENED AT THE FALL: GEN 3

Three things took place during the Fall:

1. Breakdown of relationships between  humans 
as God:

whereas Adam and Eve walked with God, now they 
are in fear of him and hide themselves away, 
ashamed.



2. Breakdown of relationships between 
human beings. 

Whereas before they walked freely, now 
they hide their bodies from each other 
in shame. Adam and Eve begin to blame 
each other. Within one generation 
murder enters this dysfunctional family.



3. Breakdown of relationship between humans and the 
land. 

They had been given the mandate to be keepers of the earth and to till the 
earth in a fertile garden paradise. Now they are told “ I am putting a curse on 
the ground because of what you did.    All the days of your life you will have 
to work hard to get food from the ground.  You will eat the plants of the 
field, even though the ground produces thorns and thistles. You will have to 
work hard and sweat a lot to produce the food you eat.” Gen 3: 17-19



God

Land – the 
Environment

PeoplePeople



Reconciliation between humans and God: 
we are promised a renewal of our relationship with the Creator God. We are 
made in the image of the Creator, and our lives and souls can be renewed.

Reconciliation between humans:
between male and female, between different cultures, between rich and poor 
and between different generations. As a community of people who strive for 
justice for all, we need to address the suffering not only of this generation but 
of the generations to come.

Restoration of humans and the Earth.
Salvation involves the whole of creation: people, animals, insects, rivers, oceans 

and forests can be redeemed and renewed. 



What is the word of God?



WHAT IS THE WORD OF GOD?

The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

2 Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge.

3 They have no speech, they use no words;
no sound is heard from them.

4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world. Psalm 19:1-4



GENERAL REVELATION – THE FIRST BOOK OF GOD

There are things about God that people cannot see—his eternal power and all 
that makes him God. But since the beginning of the world, those things have 
been easy for people to understand. They are made clear in what God has 
made. Rom 1:20

In the Middle Ages Nature was considered to be the first “book” of God, 
which should be studied to learn more about God.



EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
Interest in nature by Church Fathers transformed the study of nature 
into a theological enterprise. Clerics and theologians studied Nature, 
anxious for its knowledge in their search for divine truth.

Western Church: Ambrose (340-397), Jerome 
(347-420), Augustine (354-430) and Saint 
Gregory the Great (540-604)
Eastern Church: Basil (c.329-379), Athanasius 
(c.296-373), Gregory of Nazianzus (329-c.389) 
and John Chrysostom (347-407)



CLASH BETWEEN TWO WORLD VIEWS

In the confrontation between science and religion, the 
concept of the first word of God – nature- was almost lost 
to the Western Church.





IS IT NOT TIME TO 
REDISCOVER GOD’S 
FIRST BOOK?



Is it time for another Reformation??


