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WHAT IS THE SEASON OF CREATION? 9 What is the Season

of Creation?
The Anglican Church is taking care for creation seriously. Our fifth mark of mission is
“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of
the earth”
As the Anglican Church we have different Seasons in our Liturgical Calendar, we re-
member God the Son at Christmas and Easter, we remember God the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, but when do we preach and teach about God the Father, the Creator?
The season of creation was first adopted in 1989 by the Greek Orthodox Church and
the concept has rapidly spread to other denominations. Since then churches in the )
Philippines, Australia, Europe, New Zealand the USA and many other countries have Recycling
taken initiatives to develop materials for the ‘Season of Creation’ or ‘Time of Crea- L \é&9i Z_ Cj (
tion’. Most commonly is it celebrated between Creation Day (Sep 1*') and the feast day
of St Francis of Assisi on October 4™
Last year at the global gathering of the Anglican communion (ACC) a resolution was
passed:‘i n t he | ight of alarming ecol ogiy Fracking 1
that the provinces take the foll owi . t

. . . . Becoming an Eco

Creaton in the |Iiturgical <calendar :
ACSA has taken this call seriously and from next year AT
you will find readings for the Season
of Creation in your lectionary.
In this newsletter we share some of
the ways in which Anglicans have
been involved in care for creation and
celebration of the Season of Creation.
The Season of Creation involves wor-
ship, local action and advocacy.

Ocean Sunday

A season of creativity
Blessing of animals
Tree planting

Growing vegetables
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1 Princess Vlei

Breaking news!!

ACSA is becoming an Ecéd’rovince!! At our recent Provincial Synod a resolution was passed to
y 7o call on all ACSA parishes to include creation care as an essential component of Christian
mission and encourage them to become part of the eco-congregation movement y



Ocean service at St Elizabeth@ Church

We celebrated Ocean Sunday for the first Sunday of Season of Creation. Our suburb is in the sea port of Dur-
ban : many homes have distant views of the sea, some people have jobs relating
to the harbour and we know the joy of visits to the beach and swimming in the
sea. We celebrated the mystery and wonder of oceans in a number of ways in
addition to the liturgy. We also considered the very real need to care for and
protect our oceans and life in the oceans. At the start of our sermon from Job
38:1-18, we had a recording of seagulls and waves!. In our Prayers of the People,
as well as prayers for the oceans and environment, we had prayers for seafarers,
important as we live in a sea port.

In addition to our worship, we had a beautiful floral arrangement which cleverly
made us feel that we were under the water. Our secretary included a sea scene
and sea creatures in our Pew Bulletin. A display at the entrance to the Church included sea pictures, posters
from the Mission to Seafarers and a beach scene with shells, swimming gear and beach toys. A separate dis-
play focussed on the problems relating to litter and pollution. Stella Cottrell, Diocese of Natal

Season of Creativity at St Mark@

The Sunday school from St Mark’s developed some
beautiful posters for our Season of Creation . In front
of the altar we had a display which reflected the
different themes: food, energy, water and land. One
member painted beautiful hangings with fabric paint.
We had a challenging sermon from Bishop Geoff Da-
vies on energy and a drama from the Anglican Youth
Fellowship reminding us that Climate change is
“seriaas”!! For our theme of food, we used wine
from a local vineyard and remembered the working conditions of
farm workers, we also remembered the baker who woke up at four thirty to bake our bread. “Wine
and bread — the work of human hands” St Mark@Q, District Six

Blessing of the animals at St GeorgeQ Cathedral

s - St George’s Cathedral extended its ministry into the

%j Company’s gardens with the blessing of animals on St
98 | Francis Day. Rev Margaret blessed our special compan-
__ | ion animals. Marie-Anne Wannenberg who came for a
Q » ' blessing for her beloved cat Hueysaid"Our ani m;

part of God's creaton an
. having them in our I|ives
i o 'to be blessed. They teach
Ry




Tree-Planting Ceremony at the Church of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit Parish received a donation of 35 indigenous trees includ-
ing yellow wood and olive trees. Ten were planted at the parish and the
rest were donated to the eco-congregation cluster (churches of other de-
nominations).

Mr. Chris Wild, from Food and Trees for Africa demonstrated how a tree
is planted the proper way, turning the tree upside down, removing the
black plastic, massaging the soil a bit to loosen the roots, and lastly
putting in layers of soil, compost, and
small stones to form a porous sur- ,
face for water to pass through. The last step was to perform a "tree-
dance" by trampling around the stem to secure the stem firmly to the
loose soil. The Bishop was in our midst to grace the occasion. He was
the first one to get his hands dirty, by planting the first of the 10
trees.

The Zwartkops enviro-club entertained the audience with nature con-
servation messages through poetry, drama, singing and traditional
dance.

Betty Bala (Lay Canon: Environmental Matters and Related
Issues) Diocese of Port Elizabeth.

Anglican Students plant trees for Arbour month

The Anglican Students’ Federation called on all regions to plant a tree to commemo-
rate arbour month (September). To lead in society one must be aware of the prob-
lems facing society which are not limited to inequality. Our world is in danger much
more today than in the past, the effects of pollution, deforestation, drainage of wet-

lands can be seen in the changing and severe weather

pattern we experience coupled with earthquakes and shifts
in rain seasons. ASF Western Cape wanted to teach its members about the state
of our planet, effects of destroying our planet, and how we can sustain our plan-
et for future generations to enjoy.

Green Anglicans answered ASF WC's call for trees and liturgical resources (which
we obtained through their website: www.greenanglicans.org). With their help

ASF planted a tree at the Cape Peninsula University of Technology’s Bellville and
Cape Town Campuses and at the University of the Western Cape. This was a special day enriching our fu-
ture as well as taking part in creating better living conditions in our society. Paying sincere gratitude to all
members who participated on the day as well as the Environmental Network, for we were blessed with
this earth to utilise and look after. As God has called all of us be custodians of his people, so that the
plants and every living species in the world and his ngercy shall endure forever. -Ncumisa Magadla: ASF
Western Cape Region


http://www.greenanglicans.org

Diocesan Field workers in Niassa teach new skills

Diocesan Field workers in Niassa Diocese (Mozambique) are known
as ‘adeptos’ -this word means ‘fans’ like soccer fans. Their job is to
empower members of different congregations and then to stand
back and cheer and encourage from the side. The parish of Messum-
ba learned about food security from their ‘adepto’ Tomas Bola.

In the beginning it was difficult for people to believe in the teachings
about improving their economic management and the improved pro-
duction of crops, because they still didn’t believe that transfor-
mation was possible. Based on an exchange visit with Malawi they
saw the advantage of using new agricultural techniques and practic-
es for improved development. In a meeting they held, they decided
to focus on vegetables, and the chief made a plot of land available . They then had a meeting with the adepto
(diocesan fieldworker) to ask for help with seeds and other materials and then they began to implement what
they had learned.

As a result, the community has a collective garden with tomatoes, onion, cabbage, and lettuce. There are

also about 17 people who are using the techniques on their own. The community no longer has a lack of vege-
tables, and they are able to sell part of the greens to raise money to pay for a treadle pump.

Diocese of Niassa

ACSA Provincial Offices plant the Braechead Community Garden

The Provincial office where Hope Africa, Growing the Church, Angli-
can Aids, The Environmental Office and the Provincial Treasury are
situated decided to use an unused plot of land to start the Brae-
head Community Garden. We are all learning new skills and look
forward to enjoying the fruits of our labours at our community
lunch every Wednesday!

Fundraising with green fingers!

The Manual family decided to use their talents of vegetable gardening to
assist with fund raising for their parish—the Church of the Resurrection.
They managed to raise over R1000 and the funds are still coming in !!
Well done to this green fingered family!

Church of the Resurrection : Diocese of Cape Town.




Saving Princess Vlei

The Dioceses of False Bay and Cape Town have thrown their weight be-
hind the “Save Princess Vlei Campaign.”

This is a beautiful lake and public space which is being threated by the con-
struction of a mall. The service was opened by Bishop Margaret Vertue and
the worship led by St Augustine’s band. One of the songs reminded us
that ‘all over the Vlei, God’s spirit is moving”. Bishop Christopher Gregor-
owski brandished his cell phone and challenged the more than one hun-
dred attendees, and the Church as a whole, to use social media to save
Princess Vlei.

Prayers were followed by a short walk to the Cairn on the eastern shore,
where participants added their stones to this memorial site. All the partici-
pants were given bags by Mariette
‘Dauby of the Christ Church Green
Team to collect rubbish on the
way.

Rev. Rachel Mash, ACSA Environmental Co-ordinator blessed the cairn

' using a prayer adapted from the prayer for the blessing of the water
from the First Nation Anglican Diocese in Canada. There were those for
whom this was a first-time experience, But after enjoying the stunning
mountain views, they were in no doubt about the need to conserve this
magnificent jewel of the Peninsula. Diocese of False Bay and Cape
Town

Don@®frack with South Africa!

Anglicans joined the more than 200 people who marched three
kilometers in strong winds to the Shell offices in Cape Town to
register their objections to fracking in South Africa. NGOs.

Fracking, a process of drilling and injecting water and toxic
chemicals into the ground at high pressures to release natural
gases, (methane) has been banned in a number of countries be-
cause of concerns around the health and environmental im-
pacts. The protesters handed a memorandum to the Water, En-

ergy and Mineral Resources Department, demanding a Public
discussion on the issue. The concerns are that fracking could
pollute land, contaminate water and threaten the health of local residents.
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St James Church takes the lead!

St James Church has taken a lead in the small town of Ladybrand
in terms of recycling. Their recycling station was launched by Du-
arte Hugo, deputy director for Environmental Affairs. The congre- |
gation was asked to separate their tins, plastic, paper and glass ;
and to bring them along on a Sunday, ‘let us be good stewards of .

Gods magnificent creation!

They also planted a wild
d olive tree, the first In-
digenous tree in the
garden of St James and possibly the first tree to be planted at the
start of Arbor week!

=] Rev Jessica McCarter , Diocese of Free State

Archbishop Desmond Tutu — A Birthday with a difference!

Like every other thing he does differently, Archbishop emeritus Desmond Tutu celebrated his 82™ at Joe
Slovo informal settlement near Cape Town picking up litter in the streets. He was joined by primary kids
from a neighboring school, members of The Desmond and Leah Tutu Foundation as well the Southern Afri-
can Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds ( SANCCOB).

The drive by the Archbishop has surely left people from Joe Slovo with a responsibility to continue after him.
At the age of 82, the Arch has showed the nation that there is no excuse not to pick up plastics, and papers.
Excessive littering may create unhealthy living conditions and harm the environment, throwing items like
fast foods containers to the ground contributes on pollution.

Changing our environment begins with one person and soon
your initiative will grow into the entire community. Archbishop
Emeritus Tutu has led the way and now the ball is in our court
to take over and continue with the journey of going green, it’s '
our responsibility as residents of all other communities to keep it A
clean.

Ncumisa Magadla : Diocese of Saldanha Bay

Photograph: Benny Gool



ACSA is becoming an Eco-Province!

The leadership of ACSA gathered at Provincial Synod and passed to resolutions showing that environmental
issues must become part of the mainstream concern of the church agenda. Two resolutions were passed, one
calling for ACSA to become an Eco-Province and another calling for sustainable development.

Eco congregations and becoming and Eco Province:

“Synod calls on all ACSA parishes to include creation care as an essential
component of Christian mission and encourages them to become part of the
! eco-congregation movement”

All churches are called to become involved in care for creation through wor-
ship, local action and advocacy. This can start with a simple energy and water
audit to establish the extent of a parish environmental “foot print”. The con-
gregation commits to celebrating Season of Creation, or World Environment
day and so on. They can get involved in local actions such as clean up days or starting an organic food garden.
They also commit to getting involved in advocacy around issues affecting the
environment. r
Becoming an eco Province involves a similar audit and should be taken up by
Diocesan structures as well. We are called to use to our land and buildings in
an ecologically sustainable way, to monitor and reduce the carbon footprint
of our travel. Earth-affirming liturgies will be included in the new Prayer Book
and our clergy and Bishops should be trained in Environmental Theology. Fi-
nally an additional responsibility is added to that of parish counsellors — envi-
ronmental responsibility, this means that each church should be involved in
some way in environmental ministry and report their activities to parish council.

Sustainable Energy:

We call on the Southern African Governments to end all expenditure on nuclear energy development and
shale gas exploration (fracking) and phase out coal generation, and to encourage the development, manu-
facture and use on systems of generating electricity which are more eco-friendly than generators relying of
fossil fuels.

This resolution supports and encourages those who have a more activist and an advocacy role to play. It
calls on the church to be more prophetic within the energy sector. Sustainable is a key word in the resolution
as our current decisions and actions will affect the lives of future generations. The resolution is not only
about solar energy and wind farms. It is also about intergenerational justice. The legacy that we leave for our
children and the planet in general is dependent on our response to these issues.

The Eucharistic Prayer for the Season of Creation is available in Portuguese, Zulu , Setswana and Afrikaans,
on our website: http://www.greenanglicans.org/resources/liturgical/

4 Please join the Anglican Communion Environmental Network on GREEN
ANGLICANS Facebook, we are already 49 countries!

Twitter : Green Anglicans
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