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! !     !       
! From a Theology of Plunder to a
                ! Theology of Wonder
Most of us have not been raised with a theology of creation. We 

have been taught that our true spiritual home is heaven -  we are 
‘pilgrims through this barren land’.

Until the Middle Ages, the Church had a strong theology of 
creation. Science and faith spoke the same language. Their clear 
understanding of cosmology was based on Genesis. Genesis taught us 
that humans were called to love God, to be reconciled to one another 
and to care for Creation.

The discovery that the Earth moved around the sun came as  a 
bombshell - the dethronement  of the earth as central to the universe 
challenged the theology of creation  - and Galileo was condemned as a 
heretic. 

Science and religion began to develop on different paths. The 
theology of creation was lost and the church focused on the Christian 
story  - on redemption and salvation. 

As their understanding of the universe was threatened so the 
Church moved away from a theology embracing creation to a 
theology focussing on the Fall and Redemption of humankind. 

The split between Church and Science widened with Darwin’s 
further discoveries. In the case of evolution most of the 
religious world clung to the Genesis account as a document of 
both faith and science. Religion was unable to  enter into 
creative dialogue with the new scientific view of the cosmos. 
During the age of Enlightenment, science was impoverished 
by the lack of spiritual insights. Science could answer the 
question ‘how’ but not the question ‘why’. God was seen at 
best as a ‘clockmaker’ leaving this machine for humans to 
control.

! ! ! ! ! Continued on next page...
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...continued "om page 1
Nature was no longer alive or permeated with spiritual presence, it  was objectified and lost any rights. It 
was seen as simply matter to be manipulated to satisfy human need or greed. The industrial revolution 
primarily took place in Christian countries where the sense of the spiritual value of creation had been lost.
As the church turned inward and focussed on personal salvation and debates about doctrine, the scientific 
community developed a parallel salvation story – the power of science and technology to save the world. 
Some of those dreams have turned into nightmares.The Christian world had moved from a theology of 
wonder to a theology of plunder.

So how do we rediscover our  theology of creation? Perhaps it is in fact new developments in science that 
are enabling us to rediscover parts of our faith that have been lost.
An iconic moment was the first viewing of our Earth from outer space. This picture of the blue planet as a 
living vital being as opposed to an object to be abused has entered our consciousness...
Scientists are now revealing more mysteries, and we are recovering the sense of wonder at how the world 
was made – we also need to reclaim  the theology 
of why it was made. We need to move from a 
theology of plunder back to a theology of 
wonder...

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, 
Creator of Heaven and Earth...

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Rev. Dr. Rachel Mash
Environmental Coordinator
Anglican Church of Southern
Africa
rmash@mweb.co.za

The Anglican Church is part of the movement of eco-congregations which  is taking off in Southern Africa. 
An eco-congregation is a church which has made a decision to weave caring for the world and creation into 
all aspects of life and work. There are three main areas of involvement.
Ecological spirituality: This involves our celebrations and acts of worship, our teaching, preaching and 
prayer.  An eco-congregation might celebrate World Environment Day, Season of creation, World Water 
Week,  St Francis day, and would  weave an awareness of creation  into all celebrations.
Stewardship of Gods gifts: An eco-congregation turns their place of worship and homes into examples of 
good earth keeping practice.   By living more thoughtfully, saving resources like water, paper  and energy and 
looking after what we have, we can turn good intentions 
into practical actions.  
Local and global community action:  An eco-
congregation will get involved in local eco=projects such 
as cleaning up the neighbourhood,  planting a food 
garden etc.  They will also get involved in community 
projects and networks, lobbying for issues of eco-justice. 

Anglicans from Christ the King, Capetown, Pretoria, 
Natal, Johannesburg and Port Elizabeth joined the 
recent eco-congregation workshop hosted by SAFCEI.

Eco- Congregations Take Off !

mailto:rmash@mweb.co.za
mailto:rmash@mweb.co.za
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Earthkeepers: A Conference on Poverty and the Environment

Faced with the enormous challenges of 
poverty, climate change and environmental 
degradation caused by a culture of consumerism 
and greed, is it not time for us to re-examine our 
theology in order to understand what God is 
saying to us? 

The Earth-keepers conference, an 
ecumenical conference on Poverty and the 
Environment, held recently posed the question: 
Is it time for a new reformation? 

More than 120 delegates from various 
churches  attended the conference hosted by the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Uniting Reformed 
Church and the Anglican Church of Southern 
Africa in Bellville and in Pinelands.Anglicans 
attended from the Dioceses of Cape Town, False 
Bay, Saldanha Bay, George, Port Elizabeth, 
Pretoria and Swaziland.

The conference was challenged to face up to 
the state of the world; the devastating effects of 
climate change as seen in the increasing drought 
and famine in some areas and the increase in 
destructive weather patterns such as torrential 
flooding in others.

Highlights of the Conference
The conference highlighted the impact of 

climate change due to CO2 emissions on natural 
resources, agriculture, health and human 
wellbeing as well as the inability to reverse the 
trends. Politicians are not taking the necessary 
steps and nature (for instance  rain forests and 
the ocean)cannot absorb CO2 fast enough.

Theology can be bad when it legitimizes 
spiritual, individual or collective selfishness 
rather than the purposes of God for his creation 
as a whole. Christians should learn to look at the 
world through God’s eyes: with compassion, 
mercy and therefore with justice. This implies 
caring for the whole creation – environment as 
well.

In the world of work and in civil society 
there are examples of positive actions that can 
be seen as best practice models. These, however, 
are the exception and not yet the rule.

The conference concluded with a call to the 
church to rediscover and recognize its Biblical 
calling to care for creation and to be a healing 
community. We must find ways to integrate 
“green issues” into the liturgy and life of the 
church by preaching and praying about the 
environment; by supporting and partnering with 
eco-projects and being involved in advocacy on a 
broader level. This requires us to be aware of the 
church’s carbon footprint by regular auditing of  
the consumption of resources such as energy and 
water. Affiliating with organizations working in 
this field, such as SAFCEI and A Rocha, can 
assist in this endeavor.

Furthermore, we must partner with local 
government, schools and civil society to address  
environmental issues so to be an advocate for 
environmental justice. And finally we are called 
to encourage our members to live more 
responsibly: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. x

  “Let us live simply so that            
others may simply live”
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Saving Money, Saving the Planet
On Saturday 4th of May, members from four 

churches gathered at Church of the Nativity, 
Hazendal to learn how to conduct an energy 
audit. Facilitated by SAFCEI, we learnt how to 
measure electricity and water usage.

Holy Nativity has already taken great strides 
to reduce their water and electricity use, 
following a ‘greening the churches’ workshop 
last year:

Halogen globes were replaced by low energy 
bulbs (they use 25% of the energy). They 
removed some of the fluorescent strip bulbs in 
the hall, which actually improved the lighting, 
reducing that ‘harsh’ look. They bent back the 
floaters in the toilet cisterns, thus reducing the 
use per flush from 12 litres to 9 litres. This is a 
significant saving if you consider that we use 
drinking water to flush our toilets! There are no 
water leaks (this we discovered by checking the 
water meter to see if it was moving). They use 
borehole water to water their garden.

At the inter-active workshop during the 
energy audit, participants were divided into 
small groups and counted the number of lights, 
checked water usage, checked for leaks etc. A 
morning full of laughter and sharing of ideas!

The church building is quite outstanding in 
its use of natural light; large windows and a 
sunroof flood the church with warmth and 
sunlight – which means that very little electricity 
needs to  be used during services.  The church 
also boasts the most beautiful view from the 
altar, where those serving are able to look upon 
the beauty of Table Mountain.

We salute the people of Holy Nativity for the 
wonderful work that they are doing to make a 
difference in God’s world.

If you would be interested in running an 
audit at your church or finding out more about 
how to save money and reduce your footprint, 
please contact Rev Rachel Mash on 
rmash@mweb.co.za or Kate Davies on 
kated@safcei.org.za.

The following recommendations were made to 
Holy Nativity to reduce their footprint further:

• Putting a blanket on the geyser
• Turning the geyser off or putting it on a timer
• Consider using gas for their soup kitchen
• Consider changing their urinals from taps to 

push buttons (so they don’t get left with water 
running)

• Place a brick or filled 2 liter bottle into the 
toilet cisterns to further reduce water usage from 9  
litres per flush to 7 . 

• Turn down the temperature of the fridge.

mailto:rmash@mweb.co.za
mailto:rmash@mweb.co.za
mailto:kated@safcei.org.za
mailto:kated@safcei.org.za
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The day was full of learning and fun at Christ 
Church Constantia’s “Eco Fair” held on 27th April. 
The focus of the day was on local environmental 
issues, allowing church members to showcase their 
own initiatives that can be employed at home. 
Competitions were held to recognize the best 
environmental care suggestion, the best posters 
designed by young people, the best “green” hat worn 
on the day, and the best reused item in line with the 
4R’s: rethink, reuse, reduce, recycle. 

The following groups and topics were on display: 

There were also information presentations by 
SAFCEI, Arocha, Fairtrade, and Greenpeace. 
Between 150 and 200 people attended the event, 
providing encouraging feedback. 

A positive spin-off has been the suggestion and 
subsequent confirmation of a “Walk around Princess 
Vlei” on which the CCC community will be 
accompanied by a member of WESSA, who will 
address us on the importance of water bodies and 
wetlands generally and Princess Vlei in particular. 
This event will happen on Saturday the 1st June at 
9.30 am.

Christ Church Constantia Eco Fair

“It is not about saving the 
planet – the planet will survive – it 
is about saving humanity. We need 
nothing short of a revolution.” 
  -Michael O’Brian  Onyeka, 

	 	 	 	 Greenpeace

Naturally Good: Environmentally Safe 
Cleaning Agent 
Homemade muesli bars with profits to 
SavetheRhino.com 
Soil for Life promoting organic vegetables 
South African Faith Communities 
Environmental Institute 
Treasure the Karoo Action Group 
Biodegradable cookware alternatives to 
aluminium 
Sunscan: Solar water heaters and heat 
pumps
Beyond Education:“Swop Shop” concept for 
youngsters and families in deprived areas to 
swop recyclables for education materials and 
clothes 
Princess Vlei: Posters and an address by Rev 
John Oliver around the issues threatening the 
existence of the vlei 
Wildlife and Environmental Society of South 
Africa 
Bread tags for wheelchairs.
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A Green Event at All Saints, Lansdowne
On Friday evening, 19 April, the All Saints Green Group hosted a Fracking and Faith evening. Jeanie Le 
Roux of Treasure the Karoo Action Group addressed the group and explained what fracking is all about. 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! Jolynn Minaar, an Independent journalist and 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! filmmaker, awed the group with a slide show of her 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! experiences in the USA, where fracking is taking 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! place. We were shocked to see photographs of the 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! devastation of water pollution, the poor health of 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! the people, the perpetual huge flame that burns 24 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! hour a day, and the ruining of  natural vegetation 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! that will never be recovered again. One youth 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! member exclaimed “Sies!” when we saw a picture 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! of black water coming out of the kitchen tap.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! We encourage other churches / faith groups to 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! invite Treasure Karoo Action Group, especially 
congregations in and around the Karoo at www.treasurethekaroo.co.za 
Those who attended the event left informed, inspired and grateful for the knowledge they have gained.
We thank Naturally Good for the green meal and green gift.

WHAT is fracking?
 Hydraulic fracturing, or 
“fracking,” is the process of 
drilling and injecting fluid into 
the ground at a high pressure 
in order to fracture shale rocks 
to release natural gas inside.

Facebook: GREEN Anglicans
Twitter: @greenanglicans

Recycling at Provincial Offices
A BIG THANK YOU to the 
following provincial 
offices for committing to 
a bustling recycling 
program!

HOPE Africa
Growing the Church
Provincial Treasurer

Environmental Network
Anglican AIDS & 
Healthcare Trust

http://www.treasurethekaroo.co.za
http://www.treasurethekaroo.co.za

